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Celebrate Easter with Special Worship Services 
 

 Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service will be held in the Sanctuary April 1 at 
6:30 p.m.  Also known as Holy Thursday, this 
service is observed in commemoration of the 
Last Supper with the Disciples on the day 
before Jesus Christ was crucified.   
 Good Friday Tenebrae Service is at 
6:30 p.m. April 2 in the Sanctuary. Tenebrae 
(Latin for "shadows" or "darkness") contains 
readings from the gospels which describe the 
time between the Last Supper and the Passion 
of Christ.  Often included are the last seven 
sayings of Jesus, along with the gradual 
extinguishing of candles, ending the service in 
darkness and silence. 
 Easter Sunday is April 4, and worship 
services begin with the Sunrise Service at 
6:00 am. in our Palm Court. A continental 
breakfast will be served afterward.  Traditional Easter Services will be held at 8:00 and 9:15 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary.  Contemporary Easter Worship is at 10:30 a.m. in Souers Hall.  We will continue 
our tradition of "Flowering the Crosses" at all Easter services except at 6:00 a.m., so please plan 
to bring fresh flowers to add to these beautiful and symbolic crosses. 
 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age."   Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV) 
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Senior Pastor 

 
 
     Easter is the busiest time of the year at our 
church.  More people typically attend on 
Easter morning than even our very busy 
Christmas Eve services.  In the early church, 
Easter (the resurrection) was celebrated every 
Sunday.  Sunday (the first day of the week), 
instead of Saturday (the Sabbath), became 
the day Christians met because it was the day 
Christ rose from the grave.  Christmas was not 
actually celebrated in the church until the 
fourth century! 
     As part of our ñvery busyò Easter, we have 
a full menu of services we are offering.  
Beginning Thursday, April 1, at 6:30 p.m. we 
will have the Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service.  This service commemorates the Last 
Supper when Jesus and his disciples met in 
the upper room for the Passover meal just 
prior to his arrest.  April communion will be 
served in this service. 
     At 6:30 p.m. on Good Friday, we will 
celebrate with a Tenebrae Service.  Tenebrae 
in Latin means ñshadows.ò  This service 
commemorates the events of Christôs arrest, 
trial, betrayal, and crucifixion.  This service is 
conducted in dim light as seven candles are 
extinguished during readings of the events of 
the passion.  The choir will perform an anthem 
during this service.  The service ends in 
darkness when the last candle, representing 
the crucifixion, is extinguished. 
     Easter Sunday begins with the Sunrise 
Service in the Palm Court at 6:00 a.m.  This 
powerful service offers a dramatic contrast to 
the Tenebrae Service of Good Friday.  The 
chancel choir will perform and the 
congregated faithful will sing the powerful 
hymn ñChrist Aroseò and greet one another 

with the age-old Christian greeting, ñHe is 
risen.  He is risen, indeed!ò  Following this, we 
will have a continental breakfast prepared by 
Joanne Forstner and our kitchen angels. 
     On Easter morning, we will have our usual 
three Sunday services at 8:00, 9:15 and 
10:30.  In each of these services, we will have 
a cross which we will ñflower.ò  This is a cross 
covered with wire that we load with flowers 
brought by church members; we encourage 
you to bring a few cut flowers to add to the 
cross.  The flowering of the cross powerfully 
represents the transformation of the cross 
from an instrument of Roman execution to a 
symbol of freedom and life because of the 
resurrection of Christ. 
     Because of the number of visitors who 
attend the 9:15 a.m. service, regular attendees 
are encouraged to attend the 8:00 a.m. 
service, if possible.  In addition to ensuring 
you and others get a seat in church, this is 
part of our wonderful ñEaster Worship 
Package:ò sunrise service, continental 
breakfast and the 8:00 a.m. worship service! 
     The events of Easter represent the center 
of the Christian faith.  Please take advantage 
of all the church has to offer.  It is my desire 
that as we gather at these meaningful 
services, our faith will be reinvigorated and we 
will gain new and more profound insight into 
the mystery of the resurrection and its 
meaning for our lives. 
  God bless you all, 
  Pastor Dale 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 
Traditional Worship    

8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 
 

Contemporary Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

 

April 4   Easter Sunday  
  (6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service) 
  Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr.  
 

April 11 Musical Concert by Dave Irish 
 

April 18 Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
  

April 25 Rev. Jim Butler 
  
 
 
 
 



Rev. James Butler 
Executive Pastor 

 
Breaking News 
     Dr. Hilary Misner has joined us as our 
Childrenôs Ministry Director. Watch for a 
ñspotlightò interview by Jennifer Knox in the 
May "Bell Tower."  Not only is ñDr. Hilaryò a 
professional educator and mother of Logan, 
her 9 year-old, but she has just completed her 
Doctor of Education (Ed.D.).  Dr. Hilary is 
reviewing our Nursery through 5th Grade 
Childrenôs Ministry. She has already 
completed an inventory of teacher resources 
in each classroom, plus the storeroom. She is 
not only reviewing the curriculum we use but 
also the safety and security protocols for the 
various age groups. 
     Little known fact ï we now have two 
Sunday School teachers who are certified 
public school administrators,  plus at least one 
who is a school teacher  --  in addition to Dr. 
Hilary. What this tells us is that we view our 
Childrenôs Ministry Program as the future of 
our church. We are committed to provide the 
resources, curriculum and technology to give 
our children the spiritual foundation they need 
in Jesus Christ to be the future leaders of our 
church. 
     As our Lord said, "Let the little children 
come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 
such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say 
to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child will by no means enter 
it." And He took them up in His arms, put His 
hands on them, and blessed them.  
                                    - Mark 10:14-16 (NKJV) 
Easter Egg Hunt with the Sunny Side Up 
     How fortunate we are that this yearôs 
Easter Egg Hunt, April 3rd at 9:00 a.m., will 
begin with local childrenôs author, Sandra 
Shaw, reading to the children from her book 
ñJonathan Rabbit: A story of Jesus.ò 

Personally, I am looking forward to the story 
based around the One whose resurrection we 
celebrate. We will then follow the story reading 
with a drawing for Easter treasures (shown 
below) donated from our Thrift Store.  This will 
be followed by the traditional ñsurprise filledò 
egg hunt. 

 

An Egg-cellent Retreat 
     Friday, April 30thïMay 1st will mark the 5th 
Grade Youth Promotion Campout this year at 
ñLiving Waters Retreat Center,ñ a 30-acre 
retreat center on the banks of Oak Creek in 
Camp Verde. The retreat will provide one night 
plus three meals for a cost of $55.  If you 
would like to sponsor half of a childôs camp 
fee, please contact the church office. This 
camp marks the transition from the Childrenôs 
Ministry to the Youth Ministry for the children 
attending. Read more about the retreat center 
at:  http://www.livingwaterretreatcenter.com. 
     You may have noticed that each of the 
above paragraph titles had something to do 
with eggs. Itôs fitting, after all - the Promotion 
Camp is in . . . Cornville, AZ. 
   Blessings, 
   Pastor Jim 

Sunday Morning Worship  
Attendance Summary 

  8:00 9:15 10:30 Total 
Feb. 7  100 245 144 489 
Feb. 14 132 251 102 485 
Feb. 21 100 208 166 474 
Feb. 28 127 250 113 490 

http://www.livingwaterretreatcenter.com/


Six New Members Joined 
CLP Family on February 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michaela Chase divides her time between 
Arizona and North Platte, Nebraska, where 
she was born.  She has been a school 
psychologist and worked in community 
counseling.  Michaela loves the outdoors and 
has many interests, including photography, 
reading, and knitting.  Focusing on her faith 
and spiritual growth is very important to her.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audrey Knudten is a winter visitor who 
spends her summer months in Wisconsin.  
Audrey's late husband, Richard, was an 
ordained Lutheran minister and professor.    
Besides raising and nurturing their children, 
Audrey also worked as a nurse and most 
recently as a realtor.  Besides keeping up with 
the grandchildren, she enjoys opera, art and 
golf in her spare time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike, Jr., and Dusty Perez are both natives 
to the Valley of the Sun, and have an adorable 
8-month-old son, Benjamin.  Mike and Dusty 
work in the family hay business, Southwest 
Farms Services, with his parents, Mike, Sr., 
and Deedra.  Dusty also has her own 
photography business.  Mike spends any 
spare time playing softball, hiking, and he's 
also a history buff.  Working two jobs and 
being "Mom" to Benjamin keeps Dusty busy.   
 

 

Dave and Carol Anne Sears spend half the 
year here and the rest in Stanwood, 
Washington.  Dave is a retired Boeing 
executive whose place of "work" is now the 
golf course.  Carol Anne is a retired financial 
executive with Washington Mutual.  Carol 
Anne is also a golfer, loves creative arts, and 
they both spend every opportunity they can 
boating.  Dave was born in Everett, 
Washington; Carol Anne was born across the 
country in North Norwich, New York.   



New Deacons Appointed 
     Bruce and Faye Merritt (members since 
November 23, 2008), Ted and Sarah Pearson 
(members since March 30, 2003), and Jack 
and KT Tanner (members since June 29, 
2008) were appointed at the February 21 
Annual Meeting to serve as Deacons, 
ñassisting the pastors in performing the 
services and rites of the church and in 
strengthening a close, caring relationship 
among our family of faith,ò as stated in the 
mission statement.   
     Deacons fulfill their responsibilities through 
ushering; serving communion; ministering to 
the homebound with visits and flowers; 
sending cards to the ill and bereaved; 
maintaining a prayer chain; and welcoming 
new members into the church family.   
     Brenda Morgan now serves as president 
of the Deacons, guiding them in ministry. 
 

New Council on Ministries 

 
Pictured clockwise from lower left are Dr. Bill 
Brainard, Toni Davies, Meredeth Stucky, 
Shannon Beveridge, Peggy Vasiloff, George 
Dallas, Dr. Hilary Misner, Pam Justice and 
Nan Raine. 
                                 (Photos by Jean Mulquin) 
 

"Well done, good and faithful 
servant."      Matthew 25-21 NIV 

Retiring Officers Honored  
     New members were welcomed and 
outgoing members were honored for their 
years of service and dedication to The Church 
at Litchfield Park at a joint Board and Council 
meeting on March 23, held at the home of 
Rev. Dale and Kimmy Hopely.   
    Outgoing council members are: 
Nancy Oreshack - Fellowship 
Chris Martin - Membership 
Tom Rosztoczy - Pastor-Parish Relations 
Tricia Coon - Clerk of the Council 
     Outgoing Board members:  
Paul Tipton - President 
Diane Piehl - Secretary 
Cynthia Parsons - Long-Range Planning 
Allen Faulkner - Stewardship 
     Pastor Dale expressed his love and 
appreciation, thanking all who serve for their 
efforts and dedication.  New and returning 
Board and Council members are pictured 
below. 

 

New Board of Directors 

Pictured clockwise from lower left are Aimee 
Schoaf, Jody Hess, Jan Rowe, Russ 
Georgeson, Verne Seidel, Ken Martin, Dick 
Vasiloff, Dianna Morrow, Mary Lueck and Rae 
McMillan. 
 


