Do You Remember the Simple Message of Christmas?

It s so easy to get caught up in the flashy
trappings of Christmas the music, the lights,
the decorations. Now again we celebrate the
simple message - Christs birth - with the
Hanging of the Greens, lighting the Advent
candles, singing old familiar carols, hearing
the beautiful Christmas Story told anew.

We celebrate the Hanging of the Greens
on November 29 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Following the service we will
gather in the Fireside Room for wassail and
holiday goodies.

The Phoenix Symphony Chorus will
perform Handels  Messiah in  our
Sanctuary Saturday, December 12 at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $30 in the church office.

Other special events are the Chancel
Choir Cantata and Chef Dale s Christmas
Dinner on December 13; the delivery of
Christmas Angel gifts on December 19; and
the Children s Pageant and Soup Supper
and Caroling on December 20. Christmas
Eve brings four candlelight worship choices,
starting with contemporary worship and
communion at 5:00 p.m. in Souers Hall.
Traditional  worship  services featuring
communion will be held in the Sanctuary at
7:00, 9:00 and 11:.00 p.m. The Carillon
Handbells will play at 7:00 p.m.; the Chancel
Choir will sing at both the 9:00 and 11:00 p.m.
services (child care available at 5:00, 7:00
and 9:00).

Celebrate the joy of this holy season along
with the reason for it: Jesus birth!
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Advent Sched u Ie
Regular Sunday Worship except where noted:
8:00 and 9:15 a.m. Traditional Worship, Sanct.

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Souers

Nov. 29 Sunday
6:30 p.m.

1 *' Sunday of Advent
Hanging of the Greens

2 " Sunday of Advent
WCSF Christmas Tea

Dec.8 Sunday
2:00 p.m.

Dec. 13 Sunday
8:00 a.m.

3 " Sunday of Advent
Contemporary Christmas
Music, Souers Hall

9:15 & 10:30 a.m. Cantata, Sanctuary

6:00 p.m. Chef Dale s Christmas

Dinner, Souers Hall

Dec.20 Sunday 4 ™ Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m. Children s Pageant,
Souers Hall

5:00 p.m. Soup Supper, followed by:

6:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling

Dec. 24 Wednesday Christmas Eve Svcs.
5:00 p.m. Contemporary-Souers Hall
7,9 & 11 p.m. Traditional-Sanctuary

Dec. 25 & 28 Office closed
Dec. 31 Office closed at noon
Jan. 1, 2010 Office closed
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Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr.
Senior Pastor

What a Church!

Recently, we honored our musicians with
a celebration of dinner and entertainment in
Souers Hall. Many of you may not realize the
amount of effort by so many it took to pull off
an event like this. George Dallas, the
president of Mens Fellowship, approached
me about two months ago, suggesting we
have the event. From there, he formulated a
committee (contrary to popular thinking,
committees do accomplish things) with Pastor
Jim, Dan Roth, and Paul Tipton in order to
begin piecing together the event.

As the planning progressed, it was pointed
out by one of our choir members, Jerry West,
that three of the members of the Chancel
Choir, Mary Meese, Joann Forstner and Jane
Calhoun, had exactly 100 years of combined
service in the choir and that honoring their
achievement should be part of the evening.
In lieu of another dessert, we decided that a
cake in their honor would be fitting.

George pulled together the entertainment
of Eric Stucky, Mary Wilkening, Barbara Kolar
and Jud Souers. Jud was also tapped as the
evening s master of ceremonies because of
his years of leadership at the church, not to
mention his golden pipes. The office staff
printed tickets, and a team distributed them to
the music teams and sold them to the
congregation.

Women s Ministry was approached about
decorating the tables. Jane Sparks stepped
to the front, offering to decorate, which added
a real touch of class to the event; Meredeth
Stucky assisted with the process. Myra
Schultz, who owns a catering company,
generously agreed to provide the 350 dinner

and salad plates needed for the event. Also,
members of Men s Fellowship were organized
to help with table set-up while others helped
with setting up the tables and chairs in the
room, putting table cloths on the tables, and
putting out table service.

A kitchen crew was organized. George
Dallas, Kevin McElvain and Jack Sigler
volunteered to work under yours truly (aka
The Kitchen Curmudgeon, known for
barking out orders and passing out little
praise). The team worked for five hours the
day before the meal cooking and prepping.
George Dallas was there two hours prior and
ran all the dishes through the dishwasher and
hand-dried them so that they would be
sparkling clean for the event. In the course of
the prep, there was a shortage of 20 stuffed
potatoes, so, after working all day in the
church kitchen, George agreed to stop by the
store, get more potatoes, cook, and prepare
them for the next day.

On the day of the event (Sunday), the
kitchen crew arrived at 1:30 to begin the food
preparation; table setters arrived at 3:00,
followed shortly after by table decorators and
others working to get the hall ready. Randy
Dallas took charge of the hall, making sure
tables were set, pitchers and carafes were
placed, bread baskets were organized,
condiments were out, and the drink team of
Daryl Kemper and Dan Roth were making tea
and filling pitchers at the right time. By 4:00,
the room was filled with people, including our
youth director Eric Schultz and ten youth
group members who were there to serve the
meal.

A serving line was organized and the
kitchen crew was berated by a barrage of
last-minute  orders from the kitchen
curmudgeon who wanted to make sure the
salads werent wilting and the food was hot
when it hit the table. George stood between
the plates as they went out, making sure
there was plenty on each and they were
sprinkled nicely with parsley.

Following the fantastic program, and as if
the kitchen crew hadnt done enough after
the room was clear of guests, George, Randy,
Kevin and Jack stayed until almost 10:00 p.m.
cleaning the dishes and the kitchen, truly an



act of sacrifice after being on their feet the
entire day.

Aside from using this article to publicly
give some recognition to those who faithfully
served in order to honor those who help us
worship each week, | thought it would be
interesting for you to know how many people
and how much effort it takes to pull off an
event. The number of people and planning it
took to pull this off is not unlike many other
events we do throughout the year. It is like
most things in life: the more effort and energy
and the more people involved in the process,
the better the outcome.

Thank you to our musicians who lead us to
worship each week. Thank you to all of you
who serve so faithfully each week, not just
putting on events like this, but serving our
children and youth, on the board, council and
committees, and in other programs. Most of
this work happens behind the scenes, so we
often do not give proper recognition.

What a church!

God bless you all,

Pastor Dale
P.S. The danger of listing names is that we
almost always miss someone; forgive me if
you served and | didnt list your name. We
greatly appreciate your service!

Receiving special recognition from Rev. Jud
Souers for their participation in the Chancel
Choir totaling 100 years were (from left to

right in photo above): Mary Meese (31),
Joann Forstner (37) and Jane Calhoun (32).
Photo by Ned Hannah

Rev. James Butler
Executive Pastor

Coming Back

Since 1972 Pro Football Weekly has given
out the Comeback Player of the Year
award. The player named Comeback Player
of the Year shows perseverance in
overcoming adversity, in the form of not being
in the NFL the previous year, a severe injury,

or simply poor performance. In 1986
Comeback Joe suffered a severe back
injury, requiring immediate surgery. His doctor
suggested that he retire. Joe was later
placed on the injured reserve list. Butin 1987
Comeback Joe played and had 31
touchdown passes in just 13 games! In 1987
Joe Montana passed 3,054 yards for the
49ers! You can now Google the catch.

In some ways | feel like Comeback Joe.
After pastoring three churches in Laveen,
Buckeye and Phoenix, | took an eleven year
leave of absence to work as a casualty
adjuster in the insurance industry. During that
time, | worked as a bi-vocational minister,
serving as God gave me opportunity. But as it
takes a great team to make a great football
comeback, a great church and Senior Pastor
make its staff. The Church at Litchfield Park
and its Senior Pastor are just that team!

January 5 marks my first anniversary as
Executive Pastor here. You have welcomed
Carol and me into the congregation with love
and enthusiasm. We thank you and our Lord
for giving us the honor of serving you as Bell
Choir Director and Executive Pastor! What
we find most exciting is to conclude our first
year with you in celebration of the birth of our
Savior! We encourage you to join us in this
celebration and make this your time of
spiritual comeback at The Church at
Litchfield Park! In Christ,

Jim and Carol Butler



New Members October 25

Ashley Fergus
joined CLP by
reaffrmation  of
faith. She was
born in South

Lake Tahoe,
California, and
moved here

about six months
ago. Ashley is a
part-time  server
at Mimi's Café
and a full-time student majoring in Elementary
Education. She is engaged to Kevin Beuthin,
and has already joined the Chancel Choir.
Her hobbies include tennis and golf, and she
is a doggie-mama.

Carolyn Griffin
joined our
church family
through transfer
from the First
Christian Church
in Phoenix.
Carolyn is a
Phoenix native,
and she does
outside sales for

Northern
Chemical, a provider of cleaning supplies and
equipment. She has three children and nine
grandchildren, and enjoys scrapbooking,
sewing and gardening in her spare time.

Mary Ann and Frank Hunt officially became
Associate Members in May, and were in town

October 25 for Mary Ann’s 50" high school
reunion. She grew up in the area and began
her teaching career at Litchfield Park
Elementary School. Frank and Mary Ann live
in Madera, California, where Frank was a
farmer and grape-grower.

Bobbie and Nan Klement joined by
Reaffirmation of Faith. They were both born
in El Paso, Texas. Nan is a homemaker who
enjoys photography and art. Bobbie is an
engineer with Boeing Helicopters. They have
two sons who live in Washington State.

Fred and Jackie Bomgardner joined our
church family by affirmation of faith and
baptism (Fred) and reaffirmation of faith
(Jackie). Fred was born in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, and Jackie was born in
Colorado City, Colorado. They moved here
recently from Galloway, Ohio. Fredis a
master cabinet maker and Jackie works in
retail sales at Kohl’s.



