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Outgoing Board President Tipton Shares His Thoughts 

     When Rev. Terry Swicegood first asked me to serve 
on the Board of this Church, I was hesitant.  When he 
told me I would make a good president for that body, I 
was incredulous.  I talked to Dale Hopely about it, and 
he too told me he thought I could serve capably. I 
regarded one of the few attributes I had for any 
leadership position was my very loud speaking voice!  I 
prefer the adjective ñstentorianò to ñobnoxiousò or 
ñoverwhelmingò in connection with my voice. 
     Nevertheless, I was daunted.   
     Yet isnôt lifeôs instruction book, our Bible, full of 
stories about how God has over and over used people 
who felt reluctant and not yet ready to do His work?  
What I have learned is that it 
isðand, indeed, always has 
been--only God who enables 
us.  He has enabled me.   
     I donôt need to remind you 
that peopleôs opinions differ.  
A good friend has told me 
five or six times, ñYou are 
doing a great job as 
President.ò  When I 
downplay that praise, he and 
his wife think that I am being 
modest.  However, here is 
what I believe: what has gone well has been God 
placing people beside me or God working through me in 
spite of me.  Youôve heard the phrase ñleaving big 
shoes to fillò often, Iôm sure.  I am relieved to know that 
my successor wonôt have that burden. 
     God has blessed this community with a wonderful 
church, and He has blessed the church with wonderful 
people, people who seek a closer walk with the Lord  
 
 
 
 
 

and deeper relationships with their fellow Christians.  I 
have come to know many of those people.  I have been 
inspired by and grateful for: 
ü The pastors - How they lead with servant 

mentalities and what they say. 
ü Board members - How they persist, offering 

insights with keen judgments. 
ü The office staff - How they support, being 

efficient while being welcoming.   
ü The congregation - How they pitch in, pray, 

and spur each other on. 
     Were there struggles in being in my position the past 
two years?  There must have been, but I cannot 
remember any clearly.  I am aware of troubled 
economies and tragedies for people inside and outside 
the Church.  I am aware of budget projections and 
desires to have this particular Church be able to do 
more.  I am aware that my own heart is often impatient, 
wanting its own way and burdening others with my 
expectations.  I know, though, that God ñhas the whole 
world in His hands,ò as the great hymn goes.  I am 
learning to trust God more and to let go of fear; it is 
easy to let go of fears when I think of the Church at 
Litchfield Park. 
     I am as grateful to be a member of this Church as I 
am to have been in any specific position in its structure.  
I feel Godôs grace when I am among you.  As we turn to 
another year, may you all have joy and an abundant life; 
may you feel empowered by the Holy Spirit to add to the 
Kingdom, from within the Church and in the other 
places where God leads you.  
  Yours in Christ, 
  Paul Tipton, Chairman 

  Board of Directors 2007-2010 
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True Love 
 
     Of all the markers of our faith, love is the 
marker which is supposed to distinguish us 
from others and testify to Godôs presence with 
us.  Jesus said, ñBy this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.ò 
     Love is more than a feeling.  Love is 
predicated by action.  The love of God was 
demonstrated to all people by action: Godôs 
gift of his Son to the worldéòFor God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only 
sonéò  Likewise, our love is demonstrated by 
action as well.  The scriptures tell us, ñThis is 
how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our sisters and brothers.ò 
     It was five years ago this month that I had 
my first face-to-face visit with members of this 
church in the interview process.  Kimmy and I 
were provided a bungalow at the Wigwam 
and spent the greater part of a weekend with 
the pastoral search committee.  We had 
meetings with the committee, groups and 
individuals from the church and were wined 
and dined.  I preached at a local church, and 
the weekend culminated with a final meeting 
with former member Bret Ridgeway and Jill 
Rosztoczy, the chair and vice chair of the 
search committee. 
     After all of this, I was ready to commit; I 
was in love.  However, the other half of the 
relationship, the search committee, was not 
ready to commit; there was another candidate 
whom they were going to take through the 
same process.  At that point, I felt like one of 
the girls on the TV show The Most Eligible 
Bachelor.  After a meaningful rendezvous, the 

guy still wasnôt sure I was the one; he had 
other girls he needed to check out! 
     From the first phone conversation with the 
search committee, I knew there was 
something very different about this church.       
There was a connection I felt that went far 
beyond what I had experienced before with a 
church.  Many of you feel that same 
connection.  I have heard from several 
members how when they walked into the 
church, ñIt felt like home.ò 
     After almost five years of serving this 
church, I believe what makes this church so 
unique is the love that we share with one 
another.  This love is demonstrated in the way 
that members care for one another and help 
each other.  It is demonstrated in the way 
members serve, using their talents and gifts 
for the greater good of the whole. 
     We live in a world that is losing sight of 
true love.  Love has been redefined as a 
feeling instead of something which is based 
on action.  Defined in this way, love becomes 
self-serving rather than something that is 
based on devotion and sacrifice.  There has 
never been a time in history when people 
more need to be shown what true love is. 
     At times like this, the people of God need 
to rise up and give to others what God has so 
freely lavished upon us.  We need to take the 
love of God and pass it onto others.  We need 
to do this, not only at church, but in all areas 
of our lives: at work, at home and in our 
neighborhoodséeven on the golf course! 
     The Bible defines love in this way, ñLove is 
patient; love is kind.  It does not envy and it 
does not boast.  Love is not proud or rude or 
self-seeking.  Love is not easily angered and 
keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices in the truth.ò 
     Whenever I recite this list, I feel convicted.  
I think of times I have not been patient or 
kind, have gotten angry or kept score.  Each 
time I recite this list, I recommit myself to 
doing more than talking about love; I try to 
live it; I hope each of you will too. 
   
  In the Love of Christ, 
  Pastor Dale 
 

 



 
Rev. James Butler 
Executive Pastor 

 
A Project to Smile About! 
      
     Next to my Bible, one book I keep on my 
desk is the churchôs photo directory.  Though 
it is outdated (the pastor then was Rev. Terry 
Swicegood and the Associate was Rev. Dale 
Hopely), I use it weekly. The last directory 
was published in 2003! Some of our church 
family have passed away. Otherôs have grown 
up, married and have their own children. A 
church directory proves vital in times of crises 
and pastoral care. 
     It is timely that we are producing our own 
ñdigitalò church photo directory. You can 
submit your picture in two ways: 1) email your 
photo with your contact info to 
info@churchatlitchfieldpark.org or 2) sign up 
for a free 10-minute sitting between 9:00 a.m. 
-1:00 p.m. Sundays and Wednesdays from 
6:00ï7:40 p.m.  Please include your phone 
and the names and dates of birth of your 
family members. Let us know if do not want 
your phone and address published to church 
members.  
     We plan on publishing the photos and 
names online, for those who give us 
permission. In our paper or DVD copies to the 
church family, we will include mailing 
addresses and phone numbers.  We will not 
publish your phone numbers and addresses 
on our website. Because of its digital format, 
we could email the new directory to new 
church members. 
     If you attend The Church at Litchfield Park, 
and consider it your church, do plan on being 
part of the directory. If you are a winter visitor, 
please submit your photo or sit for a 
photograph. 

     Thank you to our own Michael Jordan who 
agreed to serve as the photographer! There is 
no charge for his services. 
     Your digital photos will be integrated into 
our church management software, so that as 
you have a life event we can update your 
family information. We wonôt have to wait 
seven years to see the changes happening in 
our church family. 
      If you would like to help with this project, 
please contact the church office. 
  Blessings, 
  Pastor Jim 

 

 
 

PREACHING SCHEDULE  

Traditional Worship    
8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 

 

Contemporary Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

 

February 7  Communion Sunday  
 Rev. Jim Butler  
February 14 
 Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
February 21 
 Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
February 28 
 Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Worship  
Attendance Summary 

 
  8:00 9:15 10:30 Total 
Dec. 06 120 237 114 471 
Dec. 13 205 277 158 640 
Dec. 20 120 261 170 551 

Dec. 27   73 195 120 388 
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Jean Mulquin 

     This month we are 
learning more about 
Jean Mulquin, our 

office manager. She fulfills many important 
roles at the church and helps keep everything 
running smoothly - all while keeping up with 
19(!) grandchildren.  We are so thankful for 
her hard work and diligence here at the 
church and in the community! 
     What do you enjoy the most about the 
Church at Litchfield Park?  I enjoy the 
people who attend the church and I love the 
beautiful campus. 
     How long have you been working at the 
church?  I began working part time in August 
of 2003. 
     What do you enjoy the most about your 
job?  I enjoy the pastors and the other staff 
members. 
     What sorts of 
things do you 
take care of, as  
office manager?  
I do payroll and all 
the payables, 
oversee Brenda 
Morgan (tough job, 
but somebody's 
got to keep her in 
line), order all 
supplies, keep 
Pastor Dale's 
calendar, approve and coordinate events, 
support pastors, council, and board members 
and generally mother everyone.   
     What activities/hobbies do you have 
outside of work?  I'm the Prayer Ministry 
Coordinator for a prison ministry, I love to 
scrapbook and do stamping, and I play X-Box 
games with my grandkids. 
     Is there an interesting tidbit about 
yourself that not everyone knows about? 
I used to manage six departments for a 
furniture remanufacturer in Tempe and I took 
this little part-time at the church just to get my 
car paid off. 
     What has been your greatest 
accomplishment in life?  Making a success 
of my marriage of 25 years. 

     Can you describe your family?  I have a 
wonderful husband who is a "major hottie," 
five terrific children and nineteen fabulous 
grandchildren. 
     Favorite movie?  "The Lord of the Rings" 
(I love SciFi of any kind). 
     Favorite restaurant?  Macaroni Grill. 
     Favorite vacation spot?  Oak Creek 
Canyon (or anywhere my grandkids are). 
       Interview by Jennifer Knox 

     The Church at Litchfield Park is pleased to 
announce the recent baptisms of the following 
children in our church family:  
     Aubrey Lynn Maruska, daughter of Erin 
and Andrew Maruska, and granddaughter of 
Donna & Charles England and Jan & Lynn 
Maruska, was baptized on December 27, 
2009.   
     Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God unless he 
is born of water and the Spirit. é"           
                                                  John 3:5 (NIV) 
   Tricia Coon 
                 Clerk of the Council 

     Our son, PV2 John Mulquin, Jr., asked us 
to thank the folks who sent the Thunderbox to 
him for Christmas. John is stationed in Kirkuk, 
Iraq.   He said that every fellow in his tent was 
excited to see what was in the box!  John and 
I are so grateful for the love and care we 
receive from the people at CLP.  Blessings,                    
                          Jean and John Mulquin, Sr. 
    This note is for my wonderful church family.  
2009 was a very difficult time for me and my 
family; thank God for your support and Angel 
Program, which enabled us to get the help 
and gifts we needed.  Thanks a bunch.  Love, 
hugs and kisses, The Webbers. 



 

Katie Souza 
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The Key to Ycifė:ldYWhYXė:bXà 
Sunday, March 21, 2010 
3:00 p.m. in Souers Hall 

Childcare provided 

 

 
 

          Katieôs life became a series of drug deals, 
clandestine laboratories, stolen vehicles, 
high-speed chases, gun shootouts, and many 
arrests, ending with a federal prison sentence 
of 21 years. Fortunately, the pressures drove 
her home into the arms of God. While still in 
prison, she began to write ñThe Captivity 
Series: the Key to your Expected End,ò 
designed to guide captive people to take hold 
of their created purpose during their 
incarceration so they too can receive the 
wonderful inheritance God has for them. 
Currently, her book is being read or taught in 
facilities across the U.S. and the world. Visit 
her web site www.expectedendministries.com 
for more information. 

Why We Do What We Do 

in the Traditional Service 
     One of the concluding components of our 
Traditional Worship is the Offertory.  
Following the Pastorôs prayer of thanks for 
what we have received and a blessing to 
those who are able or unable to give, our 
ushers assist in the collection of these gifts. 
The Offering is a time when worshippers are 
moved to compassion--for our Church needs 
as well as for the needs of others. This is a 
time when the Congregation is able to 
respond in gratitude for the chance to bless 
others through our individual giving. 
     With the playing and Congregational 
singing of the Doxology, our gifts are brought 
forward by the ushers, placed on the altar as 
our offering to God. Singing the Doxology, the 
words of which were written by an Anglican 
priest in 1662, gives everyone an opportunity 
to praise the Holy Trinity for the blessings we 
have received. 
     The Pastorôs Benediction is the extending 
of Godôs blessings to the Congregation.  It is 
often a time when the highlights from the 
Sermon message are reinforced for the 
Congregation; and it is a time when the 
Pastor charges the Congregation to go forth 
into the world in peace and in love. 
  Nan Raine, Chair 
  Traditional Worship Chair 
 

 

Sign up now for your photos! 



ON A MISSION  
     Many of you are aware that The New Life 
Center, which houses victims of domestic 
violence/abuse, is among the major mission 
areas we support both financially and through 
volunteers.  Our churchôs support for NLC is 
one which has a long history.  NLC has great 
appreciation for our close association with it.  
It has shown great success in serving those 
who come to its doors seeking safety and 
help.  The Mission Committee would like for 
you to join it in a special tour of this facility on 
Tuesday, March 9, 8:30 ï 9:30 a.m.  You will 
be impressed and proud of your support for 
NLC by what you learn and see during the 
tour.  Please call 623-936-6253 and join the 
Mission Committee on this tour.   
     Following our tour of NLC, we will move to 
a tour at 10:00 a.m. of Aqua Fria Food and 
Clothing Bank which is another successful 
mission that CLP supports.  Here, you will 
tour both the food and clothing banks, 
learning about how your support is 
implemented, how bulk donations are 
received, sorted, packaged (on the food side) 
and distributed to meet clients needs.  You 
will have an opportunity to meet Rev. Renato 
Alvarez, who oversees both the Aqua Fria 
and Tonapah Food and Clothing Banks.  The 
Mission Committee welcomes and 
encourages you to join it on both of these 
tours.   
     The Mission Committee has learned that 
New Life Center is in need of new pillows 
and new or clean, gently used twin sheets 
(fitted and flat).  It continues to need baby 
items, especially large, disposable diapers.  
NLCôs Hopeôs Closet is looking for 
volunteers willing to donate 2-4 hours a week 
helping to sort donations and assist in other 
areas of the store. 
     Homeward Bound, which also houses 
victims of domestic violence, and is an 
important mission we support, would 
appreciate volunteer mentors for the families 

it serves.  For more specific information, 
please call Homeward Bound, 602-263-7634. 
     Many of you have heard about the terrible 
earthquake which recently struck Haiti and 
watched the outcomes of it.  You may donate 
directly to any agency you choose, such as 
the Red Cross or UNICEF.  You may choose 
to make out a check out to ñThe Church at 
Litchfield Parkò and mark ñHaiti Reliefò on the 
memo line.  The Missions committee will write 
one check to  Church World Missions.  You 
may put your donation in the offering plate on 
Sunday or take it to the church office during 
the week.            
     The Mission Committee wishes to thank 
the members of our church for your caring 
and ongoing support.  It receives many thank-
you notes throughout the year from the 
missions to which our church is committed.  
The notes are heart-warming and filled with 
stories of success your caring for others helps 
to bring about.  You have no idea how much 
you are appreciated by many whom you have 
never met. 
     The responsibility of the Mission 
Committee is to be good stewards of funds 
allocated to it by the CLP.  By providing ñThe 
gifts of God for the people of God,ò it is the 
intent to expand the vision and reflect the 
spirit of our church and its members.   
     If you are interested in joining the 
committee and participating in furthering its 
responsibility, please call Jan Rowe: 623-936-
6253.                TOGETHER, 

WE MAKE MISSIONS HAPPEN! 
 

IT'S OUR HISTORY...  
     February 21 is History Sunday at The 
Church at Litchfield Park. We're having an 
open house in Souers Hall, where you can 
come anytime between 1:00-5:00 p.m.   
     Our church history project is picking up the 
pace.  Itôs your turn to help with pictures and 
memories.  There will be pictures to reminisce 
over and identify, an opportunity to tell 
stories, and even give an oral history.   
     Please plan to come and be part of the 
churchôs history project. For more information 
contact Meredeth Stucky at 623-935-1117 or 
mstucky@qwest.net. 

mailto:mstucky@qwest.net


Once a Year or Every Day?  

     This is it - the season of love, romance, 
and more love.  For many, Valentineôs Day is 
a mad rush to book the perfect restaurant, 
order the perfect bouquet of flowers, and 
wrap the extravagant perfect gift for your 
significant other.  However, like every other 
holiday, St. Valentine's Day has been 
criticized as just another excuse for 
consumerism.  According to the U.S. Census, 
180 million Valentineôs Day cards are 
exchanged annually!  The top gifts are as 
follows: greeting cards, flowers, date night, 
chocolate, gift cards, and perfume.  This year 
it is expected that 14.7 billion will be spent on 
Valentineôs Day related purchases; moreover, 
to top off all the gifts, 10% of couples actually 
get engaged on this very day!  
     Men, Iôm talking to you now: it is of utmost 
importance that you and I not wait for one 
particular day per year to do something 
special for the ones we love.  We need to 
take initiative, be direct, and let each of them 
know they are cared for, respected, and loved 
on a daily basis.  According to James 4:14, 
"Life is but a vapor that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes away."  
     In reality, as many people in this Church 
can attest to, life goes by quickly.  As the old 
quote goes, "Yesterday is History, Tomorrow 
a Mystery, Today is a Gift, Thatôs why it's 
called the Present."  Let each of us remember 
that today is a gift. We donôt need to wait for 
some special day to do sweet things, 
because every day with the one you love is a 
present in itself.  
     Gentlemen, Iôm not saying we need to 
reinvent the fire, but rather simply reignite the 
spark. So whether you have something subtle 
planned, or youôre someone who is going to 
pop "The Question," remember this: we have 
the greatest present, the greatest gift, the one 

thing everyone is and will always be looking 
for, and that is love!  Love never fails! 
      Until next time, 
      Eric Schultz, Youth Director 
        eschultz@churchatlitchfieldpark.org 
      Women's 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     WCSF has begun planning its Second 
Annual Spring Retreat.  Last year 51 women 
of the church gathered at a Scottsdale resort 
for what turned out to be the best event ever.  
The women said it was fun, social, thought 
provoking, friend-making, relaxing, and 
beyond their expectations.  
     If youôd like to be part of the planning 
group or you have an idea for a speaker 
contact Meredeth Stucky at 623-935-1117 or 
mstucky@qwest.com.   
 

     Cooking:  1st Monday, 7:00 p.m.  Watch 
the worship bulletin for details. 
     Knitting: Every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room.    Meredeth Stucky 935-1117 

 

Last Chance for Suns Tickets 
     Cheer for the Phoenix Suns when they 
play the Indiana Pacers on Saturday, March 
6!  Game time is at 
7:00 p.m. at US 
Airways Center.  Ticket 
price is $34, regularly 
priced at $51.75. 
Deadline to buy tickets is Wednesday, 
February 3rd.  Tickets can be purchased on 
Sunday, January 31st between services or in 
the church office Feb. 1st-3rd.  Call Nancy 
Oreshack (623)-935-9243 for further details. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Sunday, February 21  

11:30 a.m.  Souers  Hall  
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Wednesday Night Program 
Family Dinner  6:00 p.m.  Souers Hall  

February 3  

Sloppy Joes, Chips, Salad, Dessert 
February 10 

Fish 'n Chips, Cole Slaw, Dessert 
February 17 

Ash Wednesday Service 6:30 p.m. 
No dinner or programs 

February 24 

Oven-Fried Chicken, Au Gratin 
Potatoes, Salad, Dessert 

Programs from 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
G.O. Kids (Moose Mountain) Rm. #4 

Youth (6th-12th grades) in Watt House 
Adult Bible Study - Fireside Room 

Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room 
Childcare in the Nursery 

 

 

 
Child care in the Nursery 

G.O. Kids (K-5
th
) Fireside 


