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Church Hosts Phoenix Symphony Chorus, Ensemble 

      
     The Church at Litchfield Park scored quite 
a triumph in hosting the Phoenix Symphony 
Chorus and Baroque Ensemble in concert on 
December 12, led by Benjamin Rous, 
Conductor (above).  A capacity crowd of 300 
(right) enjoyed the �intimate candlelit style 
setting, evoking the spirit and mood of the first 
European performance of Handel�s Messiah 
in 1742,� as promised by the Phoenix 
Symphony publicity.   
     The musical selections included highlights 
from Handel�s Messiah, Handel�s Concerto 
Grossi No. 1, Op. 6 in G, and Corelli�s 
Concerto Grosso No. 8 in G (Christmas 
Concerto).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
     The talents and energy of the chorus and 
ensemble were amazing, the music wonderful 
to experience, and the acoustics resonated in 
our newly enhanced sanctuary. I have no 
illusions about being a music aficionado, yet I 
loved each song, every note and chord, and I 
hope this is the beginning of a musical 
partnership between the Symphony and our 
church. 
     This special holiday experience was one of 
eight that were offered at various locations 
throughout the Valley.  What a wonderful 
opportunity it was to open the doors of our 
beautiful and historic church in welcome to 
music lovers throughout our community.                   
                       Chris Martin 

Editor 

                           Photos provided by Jason Jixuan Hu 
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Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
 
Changes 
     This year already purports to be a year of 
big changes.  Two of our most valued staff 
members are leaving us for personal reasons.  
Our Director of Children�s Ministries, Debbie 
Cottle (far right), has resigned in order to 
focus more attention on her family.  Debbie 
has been a dedicated minister to our children 
and their families and has been responsible 
for leading wonderful programs and activities 
that have enriched our church.   
     Jeff Yoder, our 
Chancel Choir 
Director  (right), 
has resigned his 
position for health 
reasons.  He   will   
have significant 
back surgery on 
December 28.  
Although most of 
you could not 
detect any issues 
for his wonderful 
and dedicated 
direction of our 
Chancel Choir, 
Jeff has been experiencing debilitating back 
pain. His ability to finish the year is a 
testament to his devotion to the Lord, his 
craft, and our Church.   
     One thing is certain; we will never be able 
to replace either Debbie or Jeff. I am 
convinced that God does not want us to try 
and replace them.  What I believe God wants 
us to do, and what will honor their dedicated 
service, is to build upon the foundation that 
each of them has constructed.  To try and 

replace them would be, in essence, to scrap 
what they have done and start over.  Doing 
so would be to fail to recognize that the work 
of God in our midst is a continuing process. 
     Toni Davies has stepped into the role of 
directing the children�s ministry department 
for the time being.  For those of you who 
know Toni, you know what an endless source 
of energy and enthusiasm she is.  She 
stepped into the leader-ship role for the 
Children�s Christmas Pageant and has 
solicited volunteers to serve as Sunday 
school teachers through April.  Shawn, Toni�s 
husband, has been there with her every step 
of the way and, when not helping with 
programs, is taking care of their two 
daughters so that Toni can serve. 

     Rev. Butler has 
stepped in to direct 
the Wednesday 
night children�s 
program, G.O. Kids.  
Jim has ordered 
curriculum and is 
assembling a team 
to build on Debbie�s 
work.  He has an 
exciting program 
called �Moose 
Mountain,� which 
will engage and 
teach children and 
encourage outreach 

into our community.   
     For our Chancel Choir, we have 
assembled a search committee to look for an 
interim director to finish out the choir year 
which ends in May.  Having an interim will 
give us plenty of time to search for the right 
person to lead our Choir.   
    Personnel chair Ken Martin leads the 
committee that is comprised of choir 
members Dr. Hal Walgren, Jane Calhoun,   
and our organist/pianist Mona McCash; I will 
also assist in this process.  We have already 
been receiving resumes and references from 
interested parties and strongly encourage 
anyone interested or who knows of someone 
who might be interested to submit their 
information to the church office or Ken 
directly. 



     The loss of these two outstanding 
individuals is a real challenge, as they are 
more than employees; they are and will 
remain important members of our church 
family.  I encourage all of you to help us 
honor their work and dedication by staying 
the course.  Parents of children, your help 
and support have never been more important 
to our children�s program.  Choir members, 
your continued participation is vitally 
important to the success of our music 
program.  Church members at large, your 
prayers, support and encouragement of those 
who participate in our children�s and music 
programs is also key to their success.  
     Most important is our faith in God, trusting 
that God will continue to lead our church as a 
vital part of our community; trusting that God 
will bring the right people to us to build upon 
the legacies of Debbie and Jeff and all of 
those who have faithfully served before them.  
Trusting that the one who, �has begun a good 
work in us will continue to perform it until the 
day of His appearing.� 

With love in Christ,  
Pastor Dale 
 

 

 
Rev. James Butler 
Executive Pastor 

 
�Been There �   Done That!�  
     My wife and I attended a wonderful 
musical production of �42nd Street� at Pebble 
Creek, a senior living community.  One of the 
local �Creekers� explained why they enjoyed 
attending The Church at Litchfield Park.  
�Well, I like to go to a church where they have 
children! It just blesses me so much to see 
the children in church!� This raises the 
question, �Why wasn�t Jesus born in a gated 
community?� Video cameras and security 

guards would have screened out the 
shepherds � no proper ID.  And the cattle and 
sheep would have violated the CC&Rs and 
drawn some nasty complaint letters. The 
board would certainly have discussed the 
angelic noise at midnight.  �Could we install 
some acoustical soundproofing?� 
     The Gospel calls us to venture from our 
safe walls to places where we get our hands 
dirty!  Where noses run and manners rest, we 
find ourselves ministering to people who smell 
bad or teaching children who need social 
skills.  As families have lost jobs and homes 
to foreclosure, the church, more than ever, is 
needed to stand in the gap to feed the hungry 
and to house the orphan. 
     Having lived in a �senior community,� it�s 
fair for me to comment on this.  As far back as 
Genesis we see God using Seniors to 
minister in the lives of children.  Of Abraham 
and Sara � 
     2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a 
son in his old age, at the set time of which 
God had spoken to him. 
     3 And Abraham called the name of his son 
that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to 
him, Isaac.  Genesis 21:2-3 
     Of the parents of John the Baptist � 
     36 "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has 
also conceived a son in her old age; and this 
is now the sixth month for her who was called 
barren.  
     37 "For with God nothing will be 
impossible."  
     38 Then Mary said, "Behold the 
maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me 
according to your word." And the angel 
departed from her.  Luke 1:36-39  
     The year 2010 is the �Year of Children�s 
Ministry� at The Church at Litchfield Park. You 
may have raised your children, taught Sunday 
School in the past and thought, �Been there 
� done that.  �We  ask you to �Just Give 
One� -  which could be one hour in a Sunday 
School room or nursery.  Like Mary�s may our 
response to a call to service be, �Behold the 
bond servant of the Lord. Let it be to me 
according to your word.� 

Grace to you, 
Pastor Jim 



New Members Join Nov. 8 

 
     Dustin and Lucy Fagundes  were 
welcomed into our church family through 
baptism and affirmation of faith on November 
8. Dustin and Lucy were baptized by 
immersion in the Palm Courtyard prior to the 
contemporary worship service.  Dustin was 
born in Livermore, California, and is a 
craftsman with Brothers Glass.  Lucy was 
born in Tucson and works in the accounting 
department at Avondale Nissan.  They have 
two children: son Dylan, who is in the second 
grade at Dreaming Summit Elementary 
School, and daughter Tyler, who attends 
kindergarten at the Crown Charter School. 

  
     The Church at Litchfield Park is pleased to 
announce the recent baptisms of the following 
children in our church family:  
      
     Nash Dennis Caldwell , son of Rob and 
Julie Caldwell and grandson of Denny and 
Perky Weatherly and Doug Caldwell, was 
baptized on November 8, 2009. 
 

     Dylan Fagundes and Tyler Fagundes , 
children of Dustin and Lucy Fagundes and 
grandchildren of Robert and Theresa 
Gaskell, Steve Fagundes and Rhonda Stotts, 
were dedicated on November 8, 2009. 
 

     Madison Beth Malecki , daughter of  
Michael and Kristy Malecki and grand-
daughter of Ronald Malecki and Bonnie 
Malecki and Tom and Anna Godman, was 
baptized on November 29, 2009.  
 

     Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God unless he 
is born of water and the Spirit. …"           
                                                  John 3:5 (NIV) 
   Tricia Coon 
                 Clerk of the Council 
 

Sunday Morning Worship  
Attendance Summary 

 

  8:00 9:15 10:30 Total  
Nov. 1 113 243 113 469    
Nov. 8 115 247 125 487 
Nov. 15 126 222   89 437 
Nov. 22 114 235 125 474 
Nov. 29  128 231 151 510 


