
 

The Bell Tower 
News from The Church at Litchfield Park  

                                             March 2010 

Church Officers Nominated at 2010 Annual Meetings 
     The churchôs annual meetings were conducted Sunday morning, February 21st, in Souers Hall.  
The Annual Congregational Meeting is held to elect members of the Council on Ministries and to 
review and approve minutes of the previous yearôs meeting, while the Corporate Meeting is 
needed to elect members of the Board of Directors, approve the minutes of the previous yearôs 
annual corporate meeting, and approve the proposed annual budget for the coming year. 
     The Council is led by the Senior Pastor, Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr., and is charged with planning 
and implementing spiritual programs, fellowship and other activities within the church.  Its members 
are elected for a two-year term, with half the Council being elected each year.  Current Council 
positions include Worship, Traditional and Contemporary Worship, Membership, The Bell Tower, 
Fellowship, Pastor/Parish Relations, Men's Fellowship, Women's Christian Service Fellowship, 
Deacons, Children's Ministries, Ministries Connections, and Clerk of the Council, in addition to our 
Youth Director and both pastors.  
     The Board elects a president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer at its first meeting 
following the annual meetings. These officers serve as Trustees of the church, and conduct 
financial and legal transactions on behalf of the church.  Board positions include Endowment, 
Finance, Long-Range Planning, Memorials, Mission, Personnel, Properties, Records & Insurance, 
Stewardship, Church History and Garden of Memories.  Board members are elected for a three-
year term, with one-third of the Board being elected annually.                             

                                                                                                (See list of proposed officers and deacons on page 9) 
 
 

                                              LENTEN SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, March 10  Wholeness & Healing Service   6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
Sunday, March 28  Palm Sunday & Confirmation 
    Traditional Worship Services*   8 & 9:15 a.m. Sanctuary 
    Contemporary Worship Service*   10:30 a.m. Souers Hall 
Thursday, April 1  Maundy Thursday Worship Service  6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
Friday, April 2   Good Friday Worship Service   6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
Sunday, April 4   Easter Sunrise Service    6:00 a.m. Palm Court 
    Traditional Easter Worship Services*  8 & 9:15 a.m. Sanctuary 
    Contemporary Easter Worship Service* 10:30 a.m. Souers Hall 
    (*Nursery care available) 
Monday, April 5   Easter Monday Holiday      Church Office Closed  
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Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
 
Businessmen and Bums 
 
     As we embark on the Lenten season, I am 
reminded of a story the great preacher Tom 
Long shared at a conference I attended a few 
years ago.  He was attending a church in 
downtown Atlanta where a lot of homeless 
people congregated nearby each day.  One of 
the pastors on staff at the church felt the call 
to minister to the homeless population, so she 
started by making sandwiches and taking her 
guitar to a park by the church once a week.  
After several months, she had amassed a 
congregation of homeless people who would 
come, have a bite to eat, and listen to her 
sing each Wednesday.  The people began to 
trust her, and she would sometimes share a 
scripture and some thoughts with them. 
     About a month away from Ash 
Wednesday, she began suggesting to her 
church in the park that they consider 
attending the service inside the building.  She 
explained the meaning of the ashes and 
encouraged them to attend.  When Ash 
Wednesday came, she had a significant 
portion of the group at the service. 
     On that day, a group of businessmen were 
having lunch in their office building which was 
located across the street from the church.  
One of the men looked out at the church 
marquee and noted the Ash Wednesday 
service.  He convinced a group of his colleges 
to attend the service with him after work. 
     Tom recounts the scene where the 
congregation was largely comprised of a 
homeless group with dirty faces, grass in their 
hair and the fragrance of their lifestyle 
emanating from their bodies and the group of 
businessmen in their Armani suits, with 

manicured nails, and smelling of expensive 
cologne.   Because the pastor had planned to 
have the congregants impose the ashes on 
one another, he asked them 
to come forward and form a 
single line.  Long recalls the 
businessmen and homeless 
folks lined up, putting the 
ashes on one anotherôs 
foreheads with the words, 
ñFrom dust you have come and to dust you 
shall return.ò 
     The ministry of Jesus radically challenged 
the cultural and religious boundaries of his 
day.  The religious system was skewed in 
favor of the wealthy and saw their affluence 
as a sign of Godôs blessing, and conversely, 
poverty as a sign of Godôs curse.  Jesus 
flipped the religious world on its head by 
proclaiming, ñBlessed are the poor, for theirs 
is the kingdom of God.ò  In doing so, he was 
not denigrating or disenfranchising the rich; 
he was merely showing that in Godôs eyes, all 
people are on equal ground. 
     The message of Jesus and the focus of 
Lent is this very same message.  It has been 
said that, ñThe ground is level at the cross.ò  
The scene that Tom Long describes is one 
which dramatically pictures that truth. 
     In this Lenten season, let us remember 
this vital aspect of the gospel message: ñMy 
Fatherôs house shall be a house of prayer for 
all people.ò  Let us remember that God loves 
all people, no matter our race, gender, 
nationality or whatever other labels we use to 
define ourselves or others use to define us; 
whether we be businessmen or bums! 
   God bless you all, 
   Pastor Dale 

Sunday Morning Worship  
Attendance Summary 

  8:00 9:15 10:30 Total 
Jan. 3  100 212 122 434  
Jan. 10 132 245 132 509 
Jan. 17 109 268 109 486 
Jan. 24 112 275 139 526 

Jan. 31 123 263 126 512 



Rev. James Butler 
Executive Pastor 

 
ñThereôs No Place That Iôd Rather Be... 
 Than Right Here on Moose Mountainò 
      
     So goes the theme song for Moose 
Mountain Kidôs Club penned and sung by 
ñRangerò Drew Hopely. Ranger Carolyn 
Ragsdale and Pastor Jim (Ranger Jim)  
journey to Moose Mountain with the kids in 
grades Kï5th every Wednesday night.  
     The kids have been applying paper mache 
to the Moose Mountain  Cave.  The cave is a 
portal through which kids journey to other 
parts of the church to visit the Handbell Choir, 
the church kitchen, the Chancel Choir, the 
Pastorôs Bible study.   Guests will also visit 
Moose Mountain through the cave, such as a 
pilot or a character from VBS (our own Jean 
Mulquin).  
     Moose Mountain is a place where kids 
grown in friendship with one another and with 
Jesus Christ through an interactive teaching 
approach.  Thanks to Drew Hopely and 
resources from Group Publishing, we have 
developed a gathering that consists of the 
theme song, camp fire songs (yes, we have 
an indoor cool campfire), camp fire snacks, 
Bible story, and an activity that involves the 
Bible story.  We want the kids to not just learn 
from the class but ñliveò the class. This is a 
combination of "Wallace & Ladmo," "Veggie 
Tales" and "The Red Green Show."       
Before  Ranger Sam Hopely leads us out for 
our activity, we play a cartoon clip of the song 
Rawhide: ñHead 'em upémove 'em out!ò     
     Rather than serving pizza to the class, 
Terrell Houston, a Moose Mountaineer, 
demonstrated how he made pizza and (with 
the assistance of Joann Forstner, our kitchen 
coordinator, and his grandmother) served two 
different types of pizza to the class.  With 

paper mache from the cave construction 
covering his t-shirt and pizza flour covering 
his hands, Terrell announced to Ms. Joann 
that he was going to own his own restaurant 
some day!  
Where else 
can a child 
announce his 
dreams to his 
peers from a 
high-end 
commercial 
kitchen, with 
the help of a 
kitchen expert, 
but right here 
on Moose 
Mountain! 
     Beyond learning about Jesus and 
Zacheus, Corrine Vasiloff played Jesus 
walking with ñherò disciples. Five class 
ñZacheusò volunteers scaled the courtyard 
olive trees. ñJesusò complained that these 
Zacheuses did not want to come down!  
Parents, such as Daniel and Michelle Sager, 
are always welcome  to do chores on Moose 
Moutain.  Yôall come and sit a spell!  Like 
the theme song...ñThereôs no place thatôd Iôd 
rather be, than right here on Moose Mountain!  
     See  you Wednesday nights at 6:45 p.m. 
in Classroom 3! Church Vittles at 6:00 
p.m.!    
   Ranger Jim 
 

Moose Mountain Cave is being constructed during the 
Wednesday night children's program. Thanks to Fred 
Bomgardner, who built the wood and wire frame.   
 



Why We Do What We Do 

in the Traditional Service 
     Each weekly worship service is carefully 
planned. As previously noted, the Sermon 
topics and Scripture readings, as selected by 
the Pastors, are related. In support of the 
Sermon, Scripture readings, and other 
elements of our service, music is an integral 
ingredient and is carefully selected by Mona 
McCash, our organist, and by Don Muth, our 
Interim Choir Director. 
     As described in an earlier article, the 
Prelude is intended to prepare our hearts for 
worship and to create an awareness of the 
presence of God. The Choral Call to 
Worship directs our attention to the hearing 
of the Word and that God is inviting us to 
respond to Him. 
     Hymn singing is a favored part of the 
worship liturgy by our Congregation--a 
Congregation that loves to sing. (Mona 
frequently has said our Congregation is the 
best singing congregation she has ever 
accompanied!) Each hymn is carefully 
selected based on the words of all verses and 
their relationship to the sermon topic or 
perhaps reflecting the scripture reading for 
the day. This insures a thematic approach to 
the worship service. The first hymn is 
generally an uplifting hymn of praise while the 
hymn following the Sermon can be 
designated as a hymn of response. This 
hymn is generally most closely related to the 
theme of the Sermon. 
     It has been said that the purpose of church 
music is to help the worshipers approach the 
throne of God with faith and devotion. 
Certainly, the talented Chancel Choir of The 
Church at Litchfield Park has been able to 
accomplish this purpose with weekly 
regularity. Again, Choir Anthems are 

selected in support of the Liturgical season 
and sermon or scripture topics, providing 
continuity to the overall service plan. 
     During the Offertory, music generally is 
played on the organ or piano and provides 
the Congregation a time for reflection, a time 
to give thanks for personal blessings, and a 
time to pray the Church and others will be 
blessed by our gifts. 
     Our singing continues following the 
Doxology with one verse of an uplifting hymn 
related to the liturgical season of the year, to 
holidays, or to special occasions and 
recognitions. 
     Concluding the service, the Congregation 
is treated to the Postlude, played on the 
organ--the most powerful instrument able to 
be played by one person--which provides us 
with joyful music meant to send us out into 
the world so loved by our Lord. 
     We conclude this series of articles as we 
conclude our Traditional Service, with this 
benediction: 
 The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you 
 And give you peace, and give you peace 
 And give you peace forever. Amen 

          Nan Raine, Chair 
          Traditional Worship Committee 
 

Thank You, Friends 
Thank you for all of the cards, letters, calls, 
notes emails and visits.  You truly know how 
to make someone feel special.  It truly helps 
the time go by to be able to run out to the 
mailbox and read yet another card from 
someone.  I think of you often and pray for 
you continually.  In His service,  
                                     Jeff and Libby Yoder 
 
We are so grateful for the prayers, get-well 
cards and emails, and the concern and 
support of our church family following Ken's 
accident and his subsequent hospital stay.  
We are especially grateful for the visits from 
Pastor Dale and Pastor Jim - you gave us 
much comfort and encouragement.  We are 
very thankful that Ken is on the mend.   
                                    Ken and Chris Martin  
     



A Project to Smile About!  
     We will be producing our own ñdigitalò 
church photo directory. You can submit your 
picture two ways:  

¶ Email your photo and contact 
information to the church office at: 
info@churchatlitchfieldpark.org  

¶ Sign up in the breezeway on Sunday 
to schedule a free 10-minute sitting on 
Sundays from 9:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. or 
Wednesdays 6:00ï7:40 p.m. in 
Classroom 6 or contact Danelle Farris 
at (623) 935-4790.  

     If you attend The Church at Litchfield Park 
and consider it your church, do plan on being 
a part of the directory. Our own Michael 
Jordan will serve as the photographer with no 
charge for his services. If you would like to 
help with this project, please contact the 
church office at (623) 935-3411.  

Purchasing Pictures  
     If you would like to purchase copies of 
your photographs taken during your sitting for 
the church directory, go to this website:   
http://www.mjpropix.com/Religion/CLP-
Directory-2010/.  
 

 
 
 
Attention, 
Class of 2010: 
     Are you planning to attend college?  
Would a church grant of $1,100 help with 
your expenses?  Our church awards four 
scholarships. Two are funded by WCSF and 
two are funded by the Mission Committee.  
One scholarship is reserved for a senior who 

is a member of our church.  The others are 
open to graduates from the Agua Fria district 
and Westview High School.  The grant 
committee considers both need and merit 
equally when selecting candidates.  Our goal 
is to open doors to higher education for 
students who will benefit the most from the 
grant.   
     Applications are now available in the 
church office.  Students must submit an 
application, official transcripts, and a personal 
essay.  The application is due in the church 
office by Friday, March 12th.  Finalists will be 
interviewed by the grant committee. 
     All graduating seniors and grant recipients 
will be invited to the Senior Breakfast on 
Sunday, May 16th and will be introduced to 
the congregation at the 9:15 service. 
 

2010 Souers Scholarship  

     The Judson Souers Endowment 
Scholarship at Garrett Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in 
Chicago for 2009-2010 
has been awarded to 
Rev. Laura M. "Gina" 
Zinda, a Master of 
Divinity student from 
Portland, Oregon.  The 
scholarship was created 
in 2000 by Mary Meese 
and Marilyn Nagy to 
honor Rev. Judson Souers, our Pastor 
Emeritus, and is supported by others in our 
congregation. 
     Gina, so named by her grandfather, is a 
transfer student at Garrett  Her undergraduate 
degree is from Excelsior, and she plans to 
work in a disaster response ministry. 
     "You sponsorship fulfilled God's promise to 
me.  When a calling is affirmed, you know 
God's love in a deeper way.  Your gift shows 
me and others that God has a plan for all of 
us in His Church and loves us dearly.  For 
this, I say thank you as I am blessed by your 
faithfulness and call to give," Gina said.  
     Dick and Mary Meese support the 
scholarship each year because..."We feel it is 
important to assist future seminarians in their 
walk of faith." 



 
                                
 

                    Brenda Morgan 
     Brenda Morgan has been a great help to 
the Church at Litchfield Park for almost four 
years. She keeps everything running 
smoothly and makes sure everyone feels 
welcome when they visit the campus. When 
she isn't hard at work at church, she enjoys 
spending time with her husband, 
Richard, and playing Sudoku. If 
you see her around the church, 
thank her for all of her great work, 
and ask how her Sudoku puzzle 
is going!  
     What do you enjoy the most 
about the Church at Litchfield 
Park?  The inclusiveness of "A 
House of Prayer for All People" 
and our beautiful campus.  
     How long have you been 
working at the church?  I 
started just as a sub 
in September of 2006 to cover 
when Jean was out of the office.  Then in 
January of 2008 when Jean moved into her 
current Office Manager position I was the 
morning half of a job share with Shirley 
Trevino.  In September of 2009, Shirley 
moved to California and I became a full-time 
employee.  
     What do you enjoy the most about your 
job?  The ease of working with the pastors 
and the rest of the staff.  It is a job where 
everyone truly likes each other and we can 
share laughs along with serious business. 
     What sorts of things do you take care 
of, as an administrative assistant?  Greet 
visitors and church members and strive to 
make them feel welcome to the church.  
I track attendance and contributions, assist 
council members with information for their 
monthly reports, keep Servant Keeper up to 
date with current contact information on 
members, fill in for Jean when she is away by 
paying bills and generating payroll, manage 
Pastor Jim's calendar, and prepare the 
weekly bulletins and announcements. 

     What activities/hobbies do you have 
outside of work?  I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends as much as possible.  
When at home, I enjoy reading or working on 
Sudoku puzzles. 
     Is there an interesting tidbit about 
yourself that not everyone knows about?  
My work experience has ranged from working 
with a moving van company, to being a 
medical transcriber, then moving into 
payroll/finance/human resource positions. 

     What has been your 
greatest accomplishment in 
life?  I look at my 38-year 
marriage as a gift from God.   
     If you could ask God one 
question right now, what 
would it be?  Why can't we find 
a cure for cancer? 
     Can you describe your 
family?  I have a great husband, 
Richard, who has a giving spirit.  
We have two children, one son-
in-law, three grand-dogs, one 
grand-cat, and lots of extended 
family we enjoy getting together 

with throughout the year. 
     What is your favorite movie?  I can't 
think of a specific movie but I enjoy movies 
that are based on true stories.  A couple of 
recent ones that come to mind are "The Blind 
Side" and "Extraordinary Measures." 
     What is your favorite restaurant?  My 
favorite is just a little bit too far to go to for 
Friday evenings - Lorenzo's in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico.  It is a mom-and-pop 
establishment that cooks Sicilian food to taste 
and uses a "secret" recipe to make fresh 
bread from scratch each day. 
     What is your favorite vacation spot?  I 
enjoy being in a boat or on a mountain.  I 
guess that comes from living in the desert 
most of my life and looking for something 
different.        Interview by Jennifer Knox 

 

If you would like to receive your 
monthly ñBell Towerò newsletter by 
email, contact the office: 
info@churchatlitchfieldpark.org. 
You'll receive the newsletter 
earlier,  youôll get color photos and 
graphic art, and we'll save $$$.  



Women's Spring Retreat 
          We are The Sisterhood!  All women of 
The Church at Litchfield Park are invited to 
participate in the 2010 Spring Retreat for The 
Sisterhood, scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday, April 23-24, at the SpringHill Suites 
at Zanjero in Glendale.   
     Whether you are a visitor, a new or long-
time member, you'll build relationships and 
connections with other women.  Regardless 
of who you are, or where you've been, you 
can discover your personal significance and 
experience a community of real friends.   
     We'll have gathering time, dinner and get 
acquainted on Friday night, have a sleep-
over, then start Saturday with breakfast and a 
devotional time before beginning selected 
morning and afternoon breakout activities.  
You can choose from a variety of breakout 
activities in the morning and again in the 
afternoon, including time for quiet personal 
reflection and meditation.  There will be a 
lunch break and an inspirational message 
from our featured speaker.  We'll close the 
day with "The Art of Moving Prayer."  
     Cost for the event will be similar to last 
year's retreat, about $100.  There are options 
for those who want to participate but may not 
choose to spend the night.  Sign up on the 
patio on Sunday mornings or in the church 
office weekdays; partial payment is required 
at registration.   
     This special event is sponsored and 
partially funded by W.C.S.F.  If you have 
specific questions, contact retreat chair 
Valerie Straley (623-536-0092), committee 
members Jane Sparks (623-935-5054) or 
Chris Martin (623-979-8503 or 
chrismartinaz@cox.net). 
 

ON A MISSION  
     In last monthôs ñPastorôs Cornerò Rev. Dale 
Hopely wrote of love.  Not the emotion of 
love, but the sincere demonstration of love 
through our actions toward one another.   
     While reading Rev. Hopelyôs message, I 
began to reflect upon our churchôs Mission 
Committee, and through what actions our 
church community has demonstrated its love 
for otherséothers whom many of you have 
never met, nor may ever have an opportunity 
to do so.  Yet, through your ñdemonstration of 
love,ò you have helped many adults and 
children escape from physical and mental 
abuse, change their lives into positive 
experiences, feed and clothe those who are 
unable to do so for themselves and in 
ministering Godôs love through these actions.  
In addition are the numbers of members who 
show their love to others through their hours 
of volunteer work, their mentoring of families 
in need, helping the sick and elderly and the 
list goes on.  The Spirit of our loving God is 
truly at work in many ways.  
     2009 was a challenging year financially for 
our church.  We do not know what 2010 may 
bring, but in spite of that, our church has been 
able to continue its support to those charities 
with whom we partner and to which we are 
dedicated.  Your ñélove is patient and (very) 
kindéò  It is also exceptionally appreciated by 
those who receive it. 
     Rev. Hopely stated, ñAt times like this, the 
people of God need to rise up and give to 
others what God has so freely lavished upon 
us.òé a worthwhile commitment, indeed.  The 
Mission Committee thanks you and is grateful 
for your support and assistance in helping us 
represent our church community as it works 
to achieve this commitment.  Love and faith in 
action are ongoing challenges which we must 
continually keep in mind in order to ñexpand 
the vision and reflect the spirit of our church 
and its members.ò 
                            Jan Rowe, Missions  Chair 



 

Renovation Progress in 
the Garden of Memories 
     The second stage of the Garden of 
Memories renovation is nearly complete on 
the north side of the Sanctuary. Stage 1 - the 
expansion and addition of 350 plots to the 
west - was completed and dedicated last 
September.  Planning for Stage 2 included 
renovation/repair of the existing garden, 
bringing it up to the same standard as the 
new expansion.  The renovation included 
repairs of the perimeter walls, repair and 
refinishing of all wrought iron, and repair of 
the fountain.  New sod and concrete 
sidewalks are also being installed.  The 
irrigation system is being re-plumbed and the 
old olive trees were removed because they 
had originally been planted above ground and 
the roots had broken through two retaining 
walls.  Because of this and their size, they 
were in danger of falling on the church and 
needed to be removed.  The new trees are 
planted directly in the ground to eliminate 
future problems.  These improvements were 
made possible through generous donations, 
and the efforts of the Garden of Memories 
Committee, chaired by Verne Seidel. 
 
Garden of Memories Plots Available 
     One of the greatest benefits of 
membership at The Church at Litchfield Park 
is our Garden of Memories. This columbarium 
is available to members of the church and 
their immediate families. 
     With the expansion and renovation nearly 
complete, this is a wonderful time to purchase 
a plot for yourself, spouse, and/or children. 

     The price is currently $700 per plot which 
includes everything except for the plaque 
which must be purchased at the time of 
interment.  Please note that plots in the 
existing garden will be sold before those in 
the new addition will be available. 
     If you are interested in purchasing a plot or 
would like more information, please contact 
Verne Seidel, the Garden of Memories 
Trustee, via the church office: 623-935-3411. 

 

Historical Society to Host 
LP Founder's Day Event 
     The congregation and the community are 
invited to the Litchfield Park Historical 
Society's 2010 Founder's Day Event, 
"Celebrating 100 years: Historic Sites and 
Sacred Places of Litchfield Park."   
     There will be displays and a video 
spotlighting The Church at Litchfield Park, the 
St. Thomas Aquinas Mission Church, the 
Goodyear Farms Cemetery and Mr. Paul 
Litchfield's Desert Devotionals at La Loma. 
     The free open house will be Saturday, 
March 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in 
Souers Hall. 
     For more information, contact Meredeth 
Stucky at 623-935-1117. 
 

Katie Souza's Prison Ministry 
ßI\Yė8Udh]j]hmėHYf]Yg4 

The Key to Ycifė:ldYWhYXė:bXà 
has been rescheduled for 

Sunday, May 2, 2010 
3:00 p.m. in Souers Hall 
Childcare will be provided 


