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Katie Souza to Tell Prison Ministry Story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     You're invited to hear Katie Souza's story on 
Sunday, May 2 at 3:00 p.m. in Souers Hall.  
Katie's visit to our church is sponsored by 
Women's Christian Service Fellowship (WCSF), 
that will be serving refreshments afterward.  Child 
care is also provided. 
     Born in 1963, Katie Souza grew up a tomboy, 
hunting and fishing with her mother on a rural 
ranch in Wisconsin. At age ten her family moved 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Katieôs problems began 
when she started experimenting with drugs, 
alcohol, and hallucinogenic mushrooms. Her use 
of drugs escalated when, at age 17, she went to 
work in the entertainment industry as a disc 
jockey in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Katie left Hawaii for 
California radio and TV work and soon had a daily 
drug habit.   

     
     Life became a series of drug deals, 
clandestine laboratories, stolen vehicles, high-
speed chases, gun shootouts and arrests, ending 
with a 21-year federal prison sentence. 
Fortunately, the pressures drove her home into 
the arms of God.  
     While still in prison, she began to write ñThe 
Captivity Series: The Key to Your Expected End,ò 
designed to guide captive people to take hold of 
their created purpose during their incarceration so 
they too can receive the wonderful inheritance 
God has for them.  
     Currently, her book is being read or taught in 
facilities across the U.S. and the world. Visit her 
web site www.expectedendministries.com for 
more information. 
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Celebrate Like Easter Every Sunday 
      
     The feedback on this yearôs Easter 
services and events has been outstanding.  
The cards and comments we have received in 
the office about Easter events have been 
quite moving.  A number of people 
approached me after the Maundy Thursday 
service and expressed how meaningful the 
service was to them.  One person who sent a 
card to the office about the Good 
Friday service wrote, ñThis was the 
most meaningful service I have ever 
attended at church.ò 
     The Easter egg hunt on Saturday 
was a fantastic event as well.  The 
room was crowded with over 200 
participants.  Local author Sandra 
Shawôs reading of her book 
Jonathan Rabbit: A Story of Jesus 
reminded everyone why we were celebrating.  
Easter morning was equally as impressive 
with the campus full to overflowing with 
people celebrating the resurrection of Christ 
at the sunrise, traditional and contemporary 
services. 
     Often, events do not live up to the 
expectations we have for them.  Like the 
opening of Al Caponeôs vault by Geraldo 
Rivera, there is a lot of hype, a lot of work, 
and a lot of expectation, all culminating in a 
ñless than stellarò ending.   However, this 
year, the Easter services far exceeded our 
expectations. 
     The success of these events was not 
accidental but rather the result of countless 
hours of preparation and the hard work of 
numerous volunteers who worked to make 
ready the church.  Inevitably, the success was 

the joy of seeing the large numbers of people 
from our community who were prompted to 
come and experience the fruits of our labors. 
There may have been more people at church 
on Easter morning (1,038) than have ever 
attended church at CLP on any one day. 
     After such an achievement, I think it is 
appropriate to congratulate all of you who 
served to make this happen.  The deacons, 
musicians, choir members, and countless 
members of the congregation who 
volunteered, along with our crack church staff, 
all deserve our deepest appreciation for their 
efforts.  Without all of these people working 
together we would not have been able to pull 
off such a successful series of events.  Thank 
you to everyone who worked to make Easter 
a rousing success! 
     Last Sunday, I was approached by a local 
family of four after the contemporary service 
who attended our church for the first time.  
They were so excited because they said they 

had finally found a church that not 
only met but exceeded their 
expectations.  The man said to me, 
ñWe have been visiting churches 
and have been so disappointed, but 
finally we have found what we have 
been looking for.ò 
     People are looking for more than 
a once-a-year church.  They are 
looking for a place they can join 

which offers meaningful worship and relevant 
programs for their families.   Although it is my 
tendency after such successes to sit back and 
enjoy the victory, the manôs comment 
reminded me of what we are here for: to offer 
a place of faith which encourages people in 
their day-to-day lives. 
     Ultimately, the purpose of our hard work 
was to celebrate the center of our faith and 
the most significant event in human history, 
the resurrection of Jesus.  Unlike Geraldoôs 
anticlimactic opening of the Capone vault 
which revealed nothing, the ñnothingnessò of 
the tomb of Jesus is more than something to 
celebrate; it is the hope of all of us who trust 
in Godôs eternity.  We can have such a 
celebration every Sunday of the year! 
   God bless you all, 
   Pastor Dale 



Rev. James Butler 
Executive Pastor 

 
High Flight 
 
     As a child growing up in Phoenix,  up 
there  with memories of Legend City and 
Wallace & Ladmo, was KOOL TVôs sign off 
with High Flight. Each night as they ended 
their dayôs broadcast, KOOL played a video 
rendition of John Gillespie Magee, Jr.ôs  High 
Flight. 
     On September 3, 1941, Magee flew a high 
altitude (30,000 feet) test flight in a newer 
model of the Spitfire V. As he orbited and 
climbed upward, he was struck with the 
inspiration of a poem ð "To touch the face of 
God." 
     Once back on the ground, he wrote a letter 
to his parents. In it he commented, "I am 
enclosing a verse I wrote the other day. It 
started at 30,000 feet, and was finished soon 
after I landed." On the back of the letter, he 
jotted down his poem, 'High Flight.' 
     He died in flight just a few months later in 
a mid-air collisionéjust four days after the 
U.S. entered the war. 

High Flight 
 Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of 
   Earth 
 And danced the skies on laughter- 
  silvered wings; 
 Sunward I've climbed, and joined the 
  tumbling mirth 
 Of sun-split clouds, ð and done a 
   hundred things 
 You have not dreamed of ð wheeled 
   and soared and swung 
 High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring 
  there, 
 I've chased the shouting wind along, 
   and flung 
 My eager craft through footless halls of 
   air. . . . 
 Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 

 I've topped the wind-swept heights with 
   easy grace 
 Where never lark, or ever eagle flew ð 
 And, while with silent, lifting mind I've 
  trod 
 The high un-trespassed sanctity of 
   space, 
 Put out my hand,  
  and touched the face of God.   
          ï John Gillespie Magee, Jr. 
    

   Blessings, 
   Pastor Jim 

Luke Fighter Country CEO 
Will Speak About F-35s 
     Everyone is welcome to come and hear 
Steve Yamamori, Executive Director and 
CEO of Fighter Country Partnership and 
Fighter Country Foundation speak about his 
efforts to bring the F-35 to Luke Air Force 
Base.   Mark your calendar to attend this 
informative meeting on Tuesday, May 4th, at 
6:45 p.m. in Souers Hall.     

Preaching Schedule 
Traditional Worship    

8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 
 

Contemporary Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

 

May 2   Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr.  
May 9  Mother's Day 
  Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
May 16 Graduation Sunday 
  Rev. Jim Butler 
May 23 Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
May 30 Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr. 
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New Members - March 28 

     Kevin Beuthin moved here from Chicago 
and has lived in Arizona for six years.  He is a 
History Teacher and Basketball Coach at 
Copper Canyon High School.  Kevinôs 
interests include coaching, traveling and most 
importantly, spending time with his lovely 
fiancee, Ashley Fergus. 

     Lisa and Jack Hegarty moved to Arizona 
in 2004.  Lisa is a stay at home mom and a 
former teacher.  Her interests include adult 
literacy tutoring, art and running.  Jack is a 
highway patrolman.  They have two children:  
Colin is a 4th grader and Genevieve is a 1st 
grader and both attend Palm Valley School. 

     Joey and Terry Sparks moved here from 
California five years ago.  Terry is a Guidance 
Secretary at Agua Fria High School and 
enjoys reading.  Joey does tradeshow 
displays at convention centers and enjoys 
sports.  They have two children: Matthew and 
Jazzmyn, who is a  9th grader at Agua Fria. 

With Gratitude 
     On behalf of our Spokane family, we want 
to thank Pastor Dale, Pastor Jim,  Pastor Jud 
and our whole church family for your 
expressions of sympathy following the 
passing of our father, John Garnsey.  We 
have been truly touched by all the hugs, 
cards, phone calls, thoughts and prayers 
given to us during this time of our loss.  It is 
very comforting to know that so many care.  
God bless each and every one who has 
touched our hearts.  Thank you so much. 
       Mary and Dick Meese 

Sunday Morning Worship  
Attendance Summary 

  8:00 9:15 10:30 Total 
Mar. 7  104 255 121 480  
Mar. 14   90 272 115 477  
Mar. 21 118 260 130 508  
Mar. 28 111 378 141 630 



            Mother's  
            Day 
            Luncheon 
     All women of The Church at Litchfield Park 
are cordially invited to attend the annual 
Motherôs Day Salad Luncheon sponsored by 
the W.C.S.F. (Womenôs Christian Service 
Fellowship).  
     The luncheon will take place on Saturday, 
May 8th, at 11:30 a.m. in Souers Hall.  
     There is no cost, just bring a salad big 
enough to share with six, and we will furnish 
the beverages, rolls and dessert. There will 
be wonderful food, entertainment and 
outstanding fellowship, but you must sign up 
so that we will have a place for you to sit!     
     Sign up on Sunday mornings in the 
breezeway or call the church office (623) 935-
3411. If you have any questions, call Jane 
Sparks at (623) 935-5054 . 
 

Join Tuesday Bible Study   
     You are invited to join the weekly Bible 
study on Tuesday mornings in the Fireside 
Room at 10:00 a.m.  
     ñThe Flames of the Spirit: A Study of Acts,ò 
is co-led by Pastor Jim Butler and Jane Way. 
All adults are welcome. 
          

Lighting Volunteer Wanted 
for Contemporary Worship 
     Calling all volunteers - are you interested 
in helping with the lights for the 10:30 
contemporary service?  It's a great way to 
actively participate and give back to our 
church.   
     Tech-oriented teens might find this a good 
way to help out in worship.  Don't worry - we 
will train you!   
     Please contact Jana Cunningham at pat-
jana@cox.net or stop by the tech booth in 
Souers Hall before or after the 10:30 service. 
 

Raptors Visiting on May 26  
     Heidi Vasiloff will bring some amazing 
birds of prey from the 
Arizona Game and Fish 
Departmentôs Adobe 
Wildlife Center, where 
she is a volunteer. 
These incredible raptors 
will be compared to 
modern aircraft ï see 
what the falcon has in 
common with an F-16! 
     Come join us on 
Wednesday evening, May 26th at 6:45 p.m. 
for this special program in Souers Hall. This 
will be a treat for the whole family! Mark your 
calendar  and invite your friends. 
 

Rainforest "Tour Guides" 
Needed for Summer VBS 
    Come help lead our children on the 
SonQuest Rainforest VBS adventure during 
the week of June 7ï11. You'll help our kids 
explore the world of amazing animals and 
insects in our abundant rainforest while they 
learn more about the teachings of Jesus.  
Volunteer sign-up sheets are available in the 
breezeway between church services, or call 
Hilary Misner at 623-935-3411. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Community VBS 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  June 7- 11 

Ages 3 years through 5th grade 
Sign up Sundays or in church office 
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                Hilary Misner 
 

     Throughout her life, Dr. Hilary Misner has 
felt that her calling is to teach children about 
God's love. She brings those years of 
experience to her new role as Children's 
Education Director. Along the way, she has 
obtained many qualifications to help the 
young members of our church learn about the 
Bible and the word of the Lord. She has 
earned her doctorate in education and has 
many years experience in a classroom. She 
also has served as a leader 
among teachers. Recently, 
the pastors and Hilary have 
looked into re-organizing the 
children's ministries to 
enhance the learning 
experience for all children.  
     What do I enjoy most 
about The Church at 
Litchfield Park?  I was first 
drawn to CLP six years 
ago because of its inclusive 
mission of being a ñHouse of 
Prayer for All People.ò  I 
believe the teachings of Jesus 
start with accepting and loving 
all who come to His table.  
One scripture I always try to 
keep in the back of my mind is 
from Matthew 25:40, ñFor whatsoever you do 
to the least of these, you have done unto 
me.ò  I think it is important that we, the CLP 
congregation, are conscientious in working 
toward that practice. 
     What drew you to taking up the 
Childrenôs Education Director position?  
Some people may find this silly, but when I 
was a little girl growing up in a Methodist 
church, I vividly remember a woman who was 
the Director of Childrenôs Ministries.  I 
remember her coming into the 
Sunday School classrooms to work with the 
children and teachers.  At that time, I thought 
to myself, ñGee ï this lady has a really 
important job!  It looks like fun!ò  Ever since 

then, I have felt a calling to serve in this role.  
When the position came open at CLP, I 
literally woke up one Sunday morning and the  
first thought that came into my head was ñI 
need to apply for that job!ò  I believe it was 
God telling me that this was the right place 
and the right time for me to serve.  I feel very 
blessed to be given this opportunity at CLP. 
     What do you like the most about 
helping out with childrenôs ministries?  
The children, of course!  I have worked over 
15 years in public education mostly as a 
school principal and district administrator.  
Twice in my career, I made the choice to go 
back into the classroom to teach.  Most 

recently, I made this decision 
two years ago so I could 
spend more time at home 
with my nine-year-old son, 
Logan (pictured left, with 
mom Hilary).   Even though 
some people would look at 
my going into the classroom 
as a step ñbackward,ò I have 
never regretted my decision.  
Working with children is hard 
work but amazingly 
rewarding.  I feel honored and 
humbled to teach more about 
the love of God and Jesus. 
     What is your ñ9-to-5ò 
job?  This year, I am working 
as a Collaborative Peer 
Teacher at Desert Thunder 

School.  My primary duties are to work with 
teachers in improving their instructional 
practices as well as lead the professional 
development at our school site.  My son tells 
people I am a ñteacher for the teachers.ò  In 
this role, I feel I have the best of both worlds 
in administration and teaching.  I get to use 
my leadership experience but keep the same 
schedule as a classroom teacher.  
     Can you describe your family?  I have a 
nine-year-old son, Logan, who attends Desert 
Thunder School ï the same school where I 
work.  We have a lot of fun together riding 
bikes around Litchfield Park, playing Frisbee 
and reading.  Logan loves playing basketball 
and acting in youth theatre.  



     As Pastor Jim mentioned in last 
monthôs "Bell Tower," you are looking at 
re-organizing the Childrenôs Ministries.  
What changes have been made and what 
are in the works?  Under the leadership of 
Pastor Dale and Pastor Jim, we are working 
toward building a curriculum that is 
comprehensive across all age groups.  We 
would like to see that every Sunday, all 
children (preschool through high school) 
receive an age appropriate lesson on the 
same scripture.  The idea is children from one 
family ï no matter what the age ï could 
participate in a discussion about the same 
specific scripture taught in Sunday School.  
Some long-term goals are to incorporate 
more technology into the classrooms, 
participate in a missions project as well as 
integrate more meaningful activities that 
children can use beyond Sunday morning. 
     What are your hobbies?  Probably one of 
my most favorite things to do is to see a play 
or musical.  I love live theatre.  Exploring new 
places, restaurants and traveling are all 
something I want to do more of in the future.  
When I have the time, I love to write short 
storieséand hopefully publish one or two! 
     What is the best advice someone gave 
you?  When I was an undergraduate student, 
I took a semester off to work full time and 
save money.  The manager I worked for gave 
me a lecture on how I needed to be sure to 
go back to school.  He told me I will never 
know what the future will bring and, that as a 
woman, probably one of the most important 
things I could do to help myself is to be sure I 
got a college education.  As I continue to get 
older, I realize how much my education has 
given me opportunities that I never thought 
possible.  His advice continued to push me to 
finish my doctorate a little over a year ago. 
     If you could ask God one question, 
what would it be?  What more can I do to 
continue to practice your word and contribute 
to this world? 
     What is your favorite food?  That is an 
easy oneéstrawberries!  I love them so much 
I actually limit how many cartons I buy at the 
store.  In high school, I had a boyfriend who 
lived in the country and his family had this 
huge strawberry patch.  I would spend hours 

picking a huge bowlful and would eat them 
dipped in sour cream and brown sugar ï pure 
heaven!  When my boyfriend and I broke up, I 
think I actually missed that strawberry patch 
more than I missed him! 
     What is your favorite book?  Other than 
the Bible, I donôt know if I have a favorite 
book.  Just like scripture, different books 
speak to me at different times depending 
upon where I am in the moment.  Right now I 
am reading a lot of Anne Tylerôs work.  I 
actually study her plain and simple writing 
style as she does an amazing job of putting 
you right in the scene with her characters.  
Since I love to write, I have a hard time not 
studying her writing style as I read the story.  
     What is your favorite childrenôs book?  
Logan and I love the books by Jerry Spinelli.  
He wrote the Newberry Award 
Winner, "Maniac Magee."  We just  
finished "Crash" and "Smiles to Go" which 
both made me cry! 
     What is your favorite restaurant?  I donôt 
have an ultimate favorite because I just love 
eating!   I guess Keeganôs in downtown 
Phoenix is one of my favorites.  I think it is 
more due to the memories of special 
occasions I have had than the actual food. 
     What is your favorite vacation spot?  
Since I grew up in California, every couple of 
months I have an itch to go see the ocean.  It 
is such a great place to pray, get re-centered 
and focused.  It doesnôt matter what time of 
the year (for me, winter is the best), I would 
say any place with an ocean is my favorite. 
                           Interview by Jennifer Knox 



     Children and youth from second grade 
through senior high are encouraged to sign 
up for the Southwest Conference United 
Church of Christ 2010 Summer Camp. 
Camps for grades 2-9 are held in Emmanuel 
Pines Camp in Prescott. Grades 9-12 gather 
at Mingus Springs Camp in Prescott.  
     These camps offer an amazing experience 
for children and youth to explore Godôs 
presence in their lives through science, art, 
nature, sports, music and much more! Talk to 
anyone who has gone before and they will tell 
you it is a total blast!  
          The church will sponsor 1/3 of the 
camp fee, and 1/3 comes from Southwest 
Conference United Church of Christ. 
Individual campers are responsible for the 
final 1/3 of the cost. Registration forms 
must be turned into the church office by 
Sunday, April 30. Donations from the 
congregation to aid campers are appreciated. 
Please write ñSummer Campò in the memo 
field of your check, payable to the church.  
     Registration forms can be accessed on-
line at www.uccswc.org or through the church 
office.   
     Age groups and dates are shown below: 
 Incoming grades 2-3     June 20-23  
      Incoming grades 4-6     June 20-25  
      Incoming grades 7-9     June 20-25  
      Incoming grades 9-12   July 12-18 

  Itõs our Historyé 

  The Bell Tower  
     As Paul Litchfield was sketching his vision 
for this mission style church, he saw a 
newspaper article with a picture of the old 
mission in Santa Barbara.  It was from that 
newspaper picture that he designed the bell 
tower.  It was also Mr. Litchfield who brought 
the bell from an unknown mission in San 
Diego.   
     In 1964, a light was 
installed in the Bell 
Tower in memory of 
Electra Emiline Owen.  
Electra and her husband 
Daniel R. Owen were 
charter members of the 
church.  Electra owned 
the Electra Owen Gift 
Shop at the Wigwam 
Resort where she sold authentic Indian 
wares. 
     Electra, called "Lec" by her friends, was 
the teacher for the women of the Electra 
Owen Sunday School Class that met every 
Sunday.  These women also met the first 
Monday of each month to plan mission work 
and church functions.  
     It was her friends who paid for the Bell 
Tower light project.  Costs included:    

Light bulbs: $4.50 
Fixture: $15.00   
Homer Mitten for his labor: $26.00 
Cost for the electricity: $2.60/month 
Paul Foster donated the electric eye. 

     Today the bell tower still holds the original 
bell and is lit every night.  If you want to ring 
the bell there is a rope in the bell tower room.   
Watch out for the bird droppings!  
               Meredeth Stucky, Church History 


