Garden of Memories Expansion Dedicated September 27

The Garden of Memories expansion was
dedicated on Sunday, September 27 in
memory of Col. Walter A. Douglass and John
Petty. The expansion was made possible
thanks to financial gifts by Ginny Douglass
and Susan Petty Adams in memory of their
husbands. At the same ceremony, the
Veterans Memorial Fountain was also
dedicated in memory of Col. Douglass as a
place of remembrance and reflection of those
men and women who have served in the U.S.
Armed Forces. The entire cost of the project
was approximately $37,000.

In addition to the expansion, the existing
portion of the Garden was renovated using
G.O.M. funds to bring it in line with the new
construction. The original Garden now has
new stucco, newly repaired and powder-
coated metal fencing, realigned memorial
plagues, and the planters were completely
emptied, sealed and refilled.

G.0O.M. chair Verne Seidel, Jerry West and
Alberto Hernandez were responsible for
removing, cleaning and replacing the
memorial plaques. This part of the project
was a labor of love and took hours of tedious
removal, scraping off old adhesive and
replacing the plaques in perfect alignment,
according to Pastor Dale Hopely.

The expansion and renovation projects
were the work of Sunset Landscaping, owned
by Pat Norris. He and his son Marcus
oversaw every aspect of the project from start
to finish. Pastor Hopely said, In addition to

the role of general contractor, Pat went above
and beyond the specs of the contract,
donating many hours to help with other
aspects of the renovation. Pat also donated
the Italian Cyprus trees which line the western
wall of the expansion.

Even after all this work has been done,
there are a few more aspects of the
renovation yet to be completed. The sprinkler
system needs to be replaced, the fountain
needs to be repaired, the existing olive trees,
planters and sidewalks need to be removed
and replaced in order to finish the project.
The total cost needed to complete the
renovation is approximately $15,000.

This money will come from the sale of
plots or through donor gifts. If you are
interested in a burial plot or helping to fund
needed renovations, please see Verne
Seidel, G.O.M. chair, or call the church office.
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Ginny Douglass and Susan Petty Adams in front of the
Veteran s Memorial Fountain. Photo by Micheal Jordan
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Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr.
Senior Pastor

The Bottom Line

This is the time of year we traditionally
launch the stewardship campaign. In simple
terms, we start soliciting financial pledges for
the coming year so that we can set our
budget. As financial matters are family
matters, | thought the newsletter which goes
only to church members was the best place to
address the financial needs of our church.

The current budget for 2009 is under
$600,000 which represents a significant
decrease from 2008. For a church of our
size, this budget is certainly a modest one.
Based on the active membership of our
church at over 800 and considering, on
average, every two members represents a
household, when you do the math, this
represents  approximately  $1500 per
household annually or $125 per household
each month of support to the church.

Traditionally, the Christian church has
operated on a tithe system. The word tithe
means ten percent and comes from an Old
Testament law where the people of Israel
were directed to give a tenth of their income
to the Lord. The concept of tithing was
adopted in the church when the church
became more institutionalized and dependent
on the financial gifts of its members to
function.

Our church as an organization has
adopted the tithe principle. We give 10
percent of every dollar we receive to mission
work, most of which is to local organizations
like the Agua Fria Food Bank, Homeward
Bound, the New Life Center, and Habitat for
Humanity. It makes many of us proud to

know that this year almost $60,000 will go to
help people right here in the West Valley.

My first trip to India was with Dr. Max Lange,
the director of Childcare International, a group
which directs childrens homes, feeding
ministries, and medical ministries in many
countries around the world. Max used to tell
me stories about his former employer, a man
named R. G. LeTourneau. LeTourneau was
a very famous international developer who
participated in heavy construction projects all
over the globe; his company was part of the
Hoover Dam project. LeTourneau was not
only famous because of his building projects,
he was famous because he was a very high-
profile Christian. As a follower of Jesus,
LeTourneau decided that it was his
responsibility to give 90 percent of his income
to God s work and only keep 10 percent!

| am a person of grace and not law and
believe there is no mandatory law in the Bible
for Christians given by the Lord which
suggest we owe God 10 percent. The tithe
was never supposed to be a pay-off to God or
a matter of giving God his share. Tithing was
supposed to be a nominal amount which
recognized that all we have is a gift from
God God gives us 100 percent of what we
have, then we give him 10 percent back as a
recognition that all has come from God. For
many people, especially those new to the
church, taking 10 percent off the top all of a
sudden would represent the difference
between making it and not making it
whereas for those who have always practiced
tithing, it is simply part of how the bottom line
is figured.

Our church uses the pledge cards filled out
by members to set the budget for the coming
year (a pledge card is enclosed with this
newsletter and you can also pick them up in
the church office). For some of you, filling out
a pledge card is something new or something
you havent done in a while. | hope you will
prayerfully consider making a pledge this
year, in writing, or at least in your heart, to
support the ministry of our church. If you do
fill out a pledge card, it can be dropped off at
the church office, put in the offering plate, or
handed to an usher in any service.



A recent conversation with a dear friend
reminded me of something someone in India
once told me, God is no man s debtor. My
friend said it this way, You cannot out-give
God. | cant promise you that by giving
money to the church, you will get more cash
back in other ways. What | can promise is
that you will have the satisfaction of sharing in
the important work our church does in this
community. | also promise you that we will
make every effort to spend the money you
give as wisely as possible and make sure it
has the greatest impact possible because to
the church, your giving is God s provision.
With your help, we will continue to be a house
of prayer for all people and a significant giver
to the welfare of our community.

God bless you,
Pastor Dale

Rev. James Butler
Executive Pastor

The Message and the Ministry

The high school boy sat fidgeting in the
principal’s office - clearly in trouble for
ditching classes and tardiness. An ominous
silence filled the air...making the officer
appear larger and darker for the boy. He
came from a broken home - his father lacked
patience and had a short fuse. His future and
graduation were uncertain.

The principal broke her silence with a
guestion, "Do you know why you are here?"

"Because | was ditching class?," said the
boy.

"No," she said, "You are here because |
love you and believe in you. | believe that you
are going to graduate...and graduate on time.
Now what do you think it will take to make
that happen?" She knew kids often made

mistakes, which didn’'t make them "bad," but
they did need someone to believe in them.

"Well," said the boy, "I guess | better stop
ditching...and start getting up on time." Time
passed and the boy did graduate.

Years later...that principal, Jan Rowe, had
retired from education. The boy became a
successful local businessman. As Jan walked
into his business, Jan and the boy recognized
each other. This time the now-grown man
ministered to his former principal who had
cared for him by providing her an outstanding
home improvement, even resolving a repair
problem with the same grace he found in her
office years ago.

Providentially, Jan Rowe chairs our
Missions Committee, exploring local and
foreign mission ministries for the church. The
Lord asks his church the same question, "Do
you know why you are here?" The answer
is...because he Iloves wus and has
commissioned us to carry this ministry of love
and grace to the world.

Our Tuesday Morning Bible Class has the
theme, "The Message and The Ministry." We
study the Message, but then we minister by
mailing a few prayer cards saying, "We
love you and are praying for you!" This week
we received a "thank you" letter back from
Staff Sgt. Margaret Wilson, who is deploying
to Iraq, saying, "I'm going to keep your card
on my window sill." Chaplain Brad Walgren
and SSgt. Wilson are deploying in the same
unit to lrag. What a joy it is to send a note of
encouragement for those serving on our
behalf!

You've heard the message...what is your
ministry?

Pastor Jim

Sunday Morning Worship
Attendance Summary

8:00 9:15 10:30
58 177 97

115 205 121
71 162 106
93 161 93




The October Bell Tower introduced a
series of articles addressing various aspects
of our traditional worship service. The first
article was devoted to the use of chimes
which follow the gathering of the congregation
for worship.

Welcome, Registration and Announcements

A goal of The Church at Litchfield Park is
to ensure that each member, visitor, or friend
feels welcome on Sundays or at other weekly
events. Our Sunday liturgists make every
effort to extend a warm greeting to our family
of faith; in furthering the goal of the church,
members of the congregation are asked to
stand and greet each other, especially
seeking out folks they do not know.

Because of the many newcomers each
week, it is important for the liturgist to take a
few moments to explain the times and places
of our Sunday worship. The liturgist will also
ask for everyone to register their attendance,
a process which is especially helpful as the
pastors follow up with a letter of welcome to
each new visitor. This is also the appropriate
time for quick special announcements of
items of interest to all.

Prelude and Bringing in the Light

When each person enters the sanctuary of
the church on Sunday morning, worship
begins; the entry represents a transition from
daily living into the worshipful presence of
God. After the opening welcome by the
liturgist, a musical prelude begins immediately
with the intention of further preparing our
hearts for worship and for creating an
awareness of God. Leaving behind those
daily distractions, the prelude provides an
opportunity for listening, silent meditation, and
prayer and at the same time, inviting the Spirit
into our House of Prayer.

With the first notes of the prelude, our
young acolytes bring in the symbol of our
Lord, the light, and as they pass through the

congregation to the altar, they are reminding
us that God is with us during our worship time
together. As we watch the flame bringing light
to each candle, we are further reminded that
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” John
8:12 (NIV)

We would like to thank the acolytes and
their parents for their dedication to this
important aspect of our worship service.
Currently trained by our acolyte stewards
Christa Denofsky and Bill and Mindy
Corcoran are the following: Thomas Alward,
Morgan Corcoran, Alec Garcia, Shelby Lake,
Austin Beveridge, Amber Cottle, Ashley Hill,
Logan Misner, Caitlyn Bumann, Marie
Denofsky, Sammy Hopely, Desmond Sager,
Brady Corcoran, Healishia Downing, Bric
Hudnutt, and Adriana Zelaya. Available for
substituting and with thanks for past
participation: McKenna Farris, Catherine
Kolsrud, Erik Kolsrud, Samantha Rerick, and
Jessica Sproull.

Nan Raine, Chair
Traditional Worship Committee

New Member Welcomed
on Sunday, September 27

Joan Dovilla transferred her membership
on September 27 from Willowbrook United
Methodist Church in Sun City, her previous
residence for 10 years. She is retired and
recently moved to La Loma. Joan worked as
a dietician for 30 years, serving our military at
the Veteran's Hospital.



