October Offers All-Church Picnic, Halloween Carnival

Kids loved the bouncer at last year s all-church picnic.

Get ready for fun and fellowship for all ages
at our all-church picnic on Sunday, October
4. It will take place in the Palm Court and
Souers Hall at noon. Hamburgers, hot dogs,
drinks, and paper products will be provided.
Bring a dish to share (salads, desserts, chips,
etc.)

Volunteers are also needed for set-up and
clean up. Sign up on Sundays during Coffee
Fellowship if you plan to attend and if youre
willing to help.

There will be fun and games for all ages!

Join the Halloween fun on Wednesday
night, October 28 at 6:30 p.m. Were
hosting a lighted, outdoor event where kids
can play carnival games and win tickets to
spend in the Halloween Store. Planned
activities include colorful bouncers and a
rock-climbing wall.

Enthusiastic volunteers are needed for this
fall family event. Sign up on Sundays or
contact Children s Ministries Director Debbie
Cottle at 623-935-3411.

This event takes the place of our regular
Wednesday night dinner, Bible study and
G.O. Kids and youth activities.

Lexi and Banet Flores posed last year for their Aunt Jean Mulquin.
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Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Recently, | have had the privilege of entering
into a conversation with some good friends over
the issue of free will verses determinism. Its a
guestion that has entertained humanity since the
beginning of time and finds itself at the heart of
Christian denominationalism. Does God react, or
is God proactive? Are we free to choose, or are
things predetermined?

This year marks the 500" anniversary of the
Dutch reformer John Calvin s birth. John Calvin
was the impetus behind the famous doctrine of
predestination. This is the concept of Gods
determinate will as it relates to our eternal
destination. In simple terms, God chooses who
goes to heaven and who doesn t. Strict Calvinists
hold to a doctrine they call irresistible grace which
asserts that God s call is irresistible to those who
are predestined to be saved. The flip side of the
doctrine is that God also chooses who are
damned. Christian denominations with reformed
backgrounds include Presbyterians, Christian
Reformed and Baptists.

As with all theological systems, there is also a
flip side. Jacobus Arminius, also a reformer,
presented a counter to Calvin; this doctrine is
called Arminianism. It is the belief that people can
resist or choose not to accept God s grace and
therefore have a choice in their eternal
destination. This doctrine was instrumental in the
life of John Wesley and in the formation of the
Methodist denomination. Modern-day
denominations which came from Methodism like
Disciples of Christ and the Pentecostal church
also come from this viewpoint.

Each side of this theological debate appeals to
the Bible for support. There are scriptures on
both sides of the issue which enforce each belief
system. As with most doctrinal systems, the
proponents of each side accentuate those
scriptures which support their viewpoint and
ignore or explain away those texts which
challenge what they believe. Each side justifies
its faith by an appeal to doctrine, Calvinists

asserting they are chosen by God and
Arminianists claiming they have chosen God.

The mystery of God and our attempts to
understand and explain the nature of God and
how God works are at the heart of this debate. In
my humble estimation, each time we try and
explain the nature of God, we run into the
limitations of our perspective and language. To
try and explain the unexplainable with the
inadequate tools of human intellect and language
is the challenge.

Although | dont imagine many of you lie
awake at night pondering these minute points of
your relationship with God, I m sure some of you
have pondered the thought. As a House of
Prayer for All People, we probably have people
on both sides of the issue. Quite possibly, you
are like me and find yourself in the middle of the
debate with neither option offering a satisfactory
explanation; at the same time, you may want to
embrace some aspects of both sides.

John Calvins polarizing perspective, called
violent rhetoric by John Buchanan in a recent
article in The Christian Century, caused much
division in Christianity at the time. Because of
this, he made many attempts at reaching out to
opponents of his doctrine as he thought Christian
unity was of the utmost importance.

Calvin was compelled by unwavering
conviction to articulate his faith with all his might;
he could not see God working otherwise.
However, in spite of his differences with other
Christians, he reached out to those who did not
hold to his beliefs, understanding that unity is
more important than doctrine.

As we find ourselves as a country locked in
passionate political debate over issues of the
economy and health care, the passion of which
sometimes makes the Calvinist/Arminianist
debate seem tame, | hope we as Christians will
look to the example of Calvin. | hope we will
realize that unity and love are the most important
aspects of our faith, surpassing what we may
believe is politically right or wrong.

Buchanan ends his article with a quote from
Calvin which | feel is apropos. It is a simple
prayer: Thou hast the true and perfect
gentleness, no harshness has Thou and no
bitterness. O grant us the grace we find in Thee,
that we may dwell in perfect unity. May God
grant us gentleness, no harshness or bitterness,
and grace for one another and find us in perfect
unity! Amen.

God bless you,
Pastor Dale



Rev. James Butler
Executive Pastor

This week Pastor Dale, Alberto and |
visited a church | pastored to pick up a
portable baptistery, which we will have on
hand for candidates who want baptism by
immersion. As a House of Prayer for All
People we can now baptize by sprinkling,
pouring or immersion. The pastor stands
behind the baptistery as the candidate walks
up fiberglass steps then is seated in the
heated baptistery.

The baptistery was stored in what was the
church s youth room. | pastored that church
18 years ago, and it was then the church
bought the baptistery to replace the cattle
tank it was using for the same, though it had
a font as well. The last time | looked in the
youth room, it was filled with 20 to 25 youths.
The carpeting was new, the room air
conditioned, and the church van was parked
next to the building. But now the van has
been sold and the youth room turned into a
jumbled junk room. | mentioned to the board
back then that city growth was moving north
and that the church could consider moving. A
few years later, a segment of the church
broke off and formed a thriving congregation
closer to the freeway.

| spoke with the pastor of my old church
who said, If only we could figure out how to
get people in all those homes to come down
to our church. My mind raced back to the
meeting where the board members insisted
on keeping the church right where it was.

If we could fast forward 18 years, what
would we do differently? Would we secure
more parking before businesses built up
around us? Would we endow our financial
future and launch a campaign to build a multi-
purpose building so that our youth group
would continue to grow and flourish? Would

we study the websites of sister churches to
glean the best of what God is doing through
churches today? Would we partner with an
ethnic congregation, such as Armenian or
Vietnamese? In  Revelation 2, John
challenged the church of Ephesus,
"Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent and do the first works, or else |
will come to you quickly and remove your
lamp stand from its place.

Remembering forward,

Pastor Jim

apﬁsms

The Church at Litchfield Park is pleased to
announce the recent baptism of the following
child in our church family:

Katelyn Tallini, daughter of members
Scott and Trish Tallini, granddaughter of Larry
and Dawn Quick and Robert and Karen
Asadi, was baptized on August 30, 2009.

We cherish the opportunity to support,
encourage and teach this precious child of

God in the years to come.

Jesus answered, "l tell you the truth, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water
and the Spirit. " John 3:5 (NIV)

Tricia Coon
Clerk of the Council

Thank you all so very much for your
prayers, concern, flowers and cards during
my recovery from surgery my thanks again
to you all. God bless! Helen Heyl

In the September newsletter, Gloria Van
Jacobs was indentified incorrectly as Mary
Ellen Turnmire in the Thrift Shop photo with
Misako Bean. My sincere apologies to both
women for the error.

The preaching schedule for October was
not available at press deadline. Chris Martin



New Members in August

Harold Carr joined August 23 through
Reaffirmation of Faith. Harold moved to
Goodyear in April from his birthplace,
Nashville TN, and he is operations manager
for PetSmart at their local headquarters.
Harold also teaches online college-level
classes. He spent nine years in the Air Force.
Harold has two sons, ages 6 and 10, who live
in Nashville. His interests include fitness,
movies and football. He’s engaged to Laurie
Gardner; they plan to be married in January.

Patrick Gutierrez joined by transferring
his membership from Avondale’s Cornerstone
Christian Church. Pat was born in Lake
Havasu, and he’'s currently studying
Secondary Education at Southwesten
College. He plans to teach in public schools
where he can be a positive influence in his
local community. He is a part-time crew
member at In-n-Out Burgers. Pat is also
working with Youth Director Eric Schultz as
our Youth Intern. His hobbies include
exercise, ping-pong, theology and politics.
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We have generous people at The Church
at Litchfield Park! Our church is doing
incredible things with your support. We have
people praying for one another, serving in
different ways, and fantastic programs for our
children, youth and adults.

It is hard to believe that two-thirds of the
year is gone and the fall season is upon us.
At the beginning of the year, we set very lofty
goals when we approved our budget; we had
faith in ourselves and faith in the Lord that we
could meet the challenge. During the year,
we have closely monitored our progress along
the way. We have kept a close eye on
spending and made sure we cut out as much
waste as possible.

Until this month, we have been ahead of
the curve financially. However, the summer
lull in attendance has caught up with us and
for the first time, we are showing a slight
deficit.

As your treasurer, I'd like to encourage
you to rise up and meet the challenge. If you
are a little behind in your pledge, | hope you
will see how you might meet your financial
goal in the coming months. If you are able
and would like to express your gratitude for
the blessings God has bestowed upon you
through our church, possibly you will consider
giving a little extra this fall.

Working together and with your generous
support, we will continue to make great things
happen at the church we love. If you have
any questions regarding the budget, please
feel free to contact me through the church
office. | would be delighted to answer any
guestions you might have.

Dianna Morrow
Treasurer
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