Revs. Souers, Hopely attend International Convention

The International Council of Community Churches annual meeting was held July 19-22 in St.
Louis. Representing our church were Pastor Emeritus Rev. Judson Souers (former President of
the ICCC), and Rev. Dale Hopely. Pastor Dale was elected to the Board of Directors as a Western
Region Representative. Previously, Pastor Dale has served on the Endowment Committee and as
chair of the Annual Meeting Minutes Review Committee.

The theme of the conference was Christ, Color and Context. The gathering was highlighted
by two world-class presenters, Dr. Damayanthi Niles and Dr. Rodney S. Sadler, Jr. Dr. Niles is the
Associate Professor of Constructive Theology at Eden Theological Seminary and delivered the
message at the Sunday morning worship service. Her message compared the Genesis 11 text on
the tower of Babel and the Pentecost event in Acts 2. Her focus was on the diversity of culture and
language in humanity created in the Tower of Babel incident and how God did not reverse that
diversity at Pentecost, but rather bridged the gap through the Holy Spirit; each person at Pentecost
did not hear in one language but each one heard in their own language. Her contention is that
humanity and specifically, those in God s kingdom, are not supposed to be homogeneous, but
rather are called to celebrate their diversity in unity.

Dr. Rodney S. Sadler, Jr., is the Associate Professor of Bible on the Charlotte Campus of Union
Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian Education-PSCE, Richmond, NC. Dr.
Sadler led a challenging and thought-provoking Bible study throughout the week which focused on
the images of Christ and how Christ is depicted in art, specifically in the West. His contention is
that we have anglicized Jesus instead of seeing him how he really would have looked. He based
this on a recent scientific forensic composite reconstruction of a typical first century Jewish man.
His challenging thesis was that Jesus looked more like a modern Middle Eastern man than the
pictures we commonly see of Jesus today.

At the business meeting sessions, reports were given by each committee and a study was
presented by the Board of Directors which examined the identity of the ICCC. A proposal was
presented for refining the organizations future purpose and direction. This report is available at
www.icccusa.com. The annual budget was presented with a modest increase and churches were
challenged to increase giving to meet the budget. Several members and churches made financial
commitments in light of the challenge. The conference ended with a celebratory banquet and a
moving address by Saundra Nelson, the new ICCC President.

Next year s conference will be held in Indianapolis from July 19-23 at the Sheraton Indianapolis
Hotels and Suites. Members and friends of CLP are welcome and encouraged to attend. If you
would like more information on the ICCC or the 2010 annual meeting, please contact Pastor Dale
or check out the ICCC website.
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Rev. Dale L. Hopely, Jr.
Senior Pastor

In last month s newsletter, Pastor Jim
presented you with a new campaign and a
challenge for the coming year called Just
Give One. This emphasis is something that
we have instituted to encourage your
participation in the ministry of the church. We
want to encourage each person in the church
to consider giving one hour of service a week
to a church ministry in addition to attending
church.

This campaign is more than an attempt to
get more people involved and lighten the load
on those who are already serving. It is
primarily an attempt to get you involved in the
activities of the church for your benefit.

Many people judge church health based
on attendance and financial stability. These
indicators certainly have something to say
about the condition of a church. However,
attendance and financial health are indicators
of peoples general satisfaction with their
church.  Typically, when attendance and
finances wane in a church, it is because
people are not satisfied with other factors. It
is an undisputed fact that those who are
involved in their church feel more fulfilled
spiritually and satisfied with their church.

Recently, the Council on Ministries voted
to create a new position, the Chair of Ministry
Connections. Toni Davies has graciously
agreed to fill that role until you can vote on a
permanent person for that position at our next
annual meeting. The purpose for creating
this position was to help administrate the
connection of people in the church with areas
of service.

Toni, Russ Morrow and Rev. Butler have
worked long and hard to catalogue positions
of service in the church. They have also
requested ministry descriptions from all of

those heading different committees and
aspects of service in the church, a
monumental task.

We are planning on kicking off this
program in the fall. Ken Martin is working to
have an online survey available for members
to identify areas of interest to serve. There
will also be booklets created to give you
information on what serving in a particular
area entails.

| encourage each of you to participate in
this program. Please take the time to see
what is available in the church as a place for
you to serve. If there is another area not
identified which you are interested in serving,
please talk to Pastor Jim and let him know
what that is; quite possibly it will fit into the
focus of our church.

| have never been an advocate of giving to
God in order to get something back. | believe
we should give to God as a response to
God s overwhelming goodness to us. That
being said, being involved in ministering to
others blesses the giver far more than the
one receiving. Serving our children or our
youth, working  with our  property,
membership, mission, worship, fellowship or
other committee will benefit you far more than
you will give. Your service to the Lord will
turn Just Give One into you receiving an
abundance of blessings | guarantee that!

God bless you,
Pastor Dale

Sunday Morning Worship
Attendance Summary

8:00 9:00 10:30 Total
121 89 280
152 97 326
119 82 256
151 77 296



Rev. James Butler
Executive Pastor

What We Do for Fun!

"What do you do for fun?" was a good
interview question suggested by Dianna
Morrow in our search for a custodian. She
was right! People like to talk about what they
do for fun, which reveals so much about
them. Our church has planned something
both fun and inspirational starting Sundays in
October Adult Bible Study.

The class will meet 9:15 a.m. on
Sundays. Date to be announced later.
Class members can attend
either Traditional worship  before or
Contemporary worship after the Bible
study.

Children’s classes andthe nursery
provide a place for the kids.

The class will meet in the Fireside
Room (north), which has its own
kitchen.

We are thrilled that Tom Rosztoczy and
Kimmy Hopely will be co-teaching the class!
The study will be Bible book based and
discussion oriented. Adult Bible Study gives
people an opportunity to study the Scriptures
and to build friendships with fellow church
members. | predict this class will become a
favorite hangout between the services,
especially if you throw in good coffee and
Joann’s pie!

God bless,
Pastor Jim
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The Church at Litchfield Park is pleased to
announce the recent baptism of the following
child in our church family:

Elizabeth Diane Allen, daughter of Travis
and Suzanne Allen, was baptized on July 12,
20009.

We cherish the opportunity to support,
encourage and teach this precious child of

God in the years to come.

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water
and the Spirit. " John 3:5 (NIV)

Tricia Coon, Clerk of the Council

Variety of Bible studies
now available at CLP:

DISCIPLE

Join Fran and Virgil Grumbling for a
shortened Disciple Bible study on the Gospel
of John beginning Sunday, September 27,
from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room.
This nine-week study will increase your
understanding of this beautiful gospel in a
small group setting. Sign up on the
breezeway or contact the Grumblings at (623)
935-4710 for more information.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study returns
October 13 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside
Room. In this study of Philippians, the
apostle Paul describes how to have joy
beyond measure and perseverance in the
race of life. Rev. Jim Butler is the class
facilitator.

The Wednesday Night Bible Study meets
at 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside room. This study
will focus on the book of Revelation (the
Apocalypse) as it relates to Christians today
and its usefulness and application to our
lives. The study, led by Pastor Dale, is open
to all and will not presume a prior knowledge
of the Bible but will contain elements that will
intrigue even the most dedicated student of
the text see you there!
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Summer is slowly coming to an end, and
the Mission Committee members look forward
to fall s activities. There are many. Among
them are Septembers Undies Sunday
project; Habitats Avondale Build beginning
this fall; October 25" s Mission Sunday; and
exploration and planning for Youth Missions.

Karen Schroeder heads up the Undie
Sunday project with «° e,
the help and creative _° .
minds of our Youth O“R,Qﬁ\ *
Group, lead by Eric - & — '.
Schultz.  She states - .
that its purpose is to * .
help restock the empty :’},K 4.
underwear shelves at . D>
the Agua Fria Food e e
and Clothing Bank. All sizes are needed for
men, women and children. Everyone in our
church family may help by donating new
underwear or making a monetary donation to
purchase new underwear. Look for more
details regarding participation in this project
which will last through September. If you have
any questions, please call Karen: 623-535-
3790.

Dean Schroeder and Jim Rowe have
volunteered to plan and create a sign for the
new Agua Fria Food Bank in Tonopah. They
hope to have the sign completed for
installation by the end of September. This
branch of the Clothing and Food Bank is
located in a small mobile home in Tonopah
that has been remodeled. Currently, it is
open only on Wednesdays. Once it is
established and better known in the Tonopah
area, it hopes to extend its hours of business.

Did you know that volunteering could
extend your life? According to a UCLASs
Division of Geriatrics study of more than
63,000 retirees, it was found that adults over
65, who volunteer, have half the mortality rate
of those who do not volunteer. Volunteers
also have a great self-efficacy, a belief in their

ability to achieve tasks, and because of this,
they are more likely to make healthy life-style
choices, such as regular exercise,
maintaining a healthy weight, choosing to
practice life-long learning and having a more
positive mental attitude. Even though this
study concentrated on adults over 65,
certainly the positive aspects of volunteering
can apply to each of us, no matter our age.
Please keep in mind that CLP through its
Mission Committee supports many
organizations which could use assistance .
Homeward Bound, New Life Center, Agua
Fria Food and Clothing Bank, Habitat for
Humanity, Beatitudes Center DOAR, as
well as our church s Thrift Store, Christmas
Angels, Scholarship Committee and the
Church World Services Crop Walk. Our
church campus/office also provides many
opportunities for volunteer participation as
well. There is much need in our community
and many opportunities to do Gods work.
Hopefully, each of us will give some thought
as to where we might wish to donate a few
hours a week or month to help where there is
a need.

The Mission Committee is looking forward
to September and its full schedule. If you
have any questions about participating in
volunteer work in one of the areas mentioned
above, please call Jan Rowe at 623-936-
6253 or speak with any committee member.
We will be happy to help you get in touch with
someone in the area of your interest.

REMEMBER
TOGETHER, WE MAKE MISSIONS HAPPEN!

“Pastor says all the answers are in here.
| guess he never had to take one of
Miss Hathorne's geography exams.”




Spotlight on Amy Burns

Amy Burns has been bringing in great
music over the past few months, and as a
result she was hired permanently as the
Church of Litchfield Parks contemporary
music director. She brings in a wealth of
experience and enthusiasm to help the
congregation get excited about worshiping
God every Sunday. Amy was kind enough to
answer some questions to help us get to
know her a little more.

What attracted you to the Church at
Litchfield Park? | used to attend the Church
at Litchfield Park several years ago, and | was
really impressed by the kindness of the
people here. | also have some friends who
attend here that asked if | was interested in
coming back to lead music at the
contemporary service. | was totally in!

What do you like the most about being
the music director for the contemporary
service? | enjoy working with the talent within
the group, and pulling the very best out of
each individual as | can. | love introducing
different melodies and harmonies and hearing
how well the group responds. | also enjoy
watching THEM enjoy their ministry to the
congregation.

Can you describe your family? | am
very happily married to Chris (who is one of
the sound guys in the back!). He's a great
mid-western guy with a great big heart. He's a
licensed contractor who works very hard to
support his family. | also have two daughters -
Lauren, who is 23 and is in her last semester
of her Masters in Quantitative Psychology at
the University of North Carolina - Greensboro.
She’s a great kid who | miss very much! She’s
too far away from her mama! Caitlin is 20 and
is a junior at Colorado State University
playing tennis for them. She is studying to be
a special needs teacher, and has recently
begun working on a double major in
communications. | get to see her more
frequently, as she plays many tennis
tournaments in the Southwest.

What is your favorite style of music?
Why? | have lots of favorites, but | guess I'll
choose classic rock for now. | love the old
Foreigner, Journey, Jefferson Starship, REO
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Speedwagon stuff from the "way back". | think

| like it because it brings back a lot of
memories from childhood. Music is so
powerful that way.

How did you get started in music? My
mother MADE me take piano lessons when |
was 5. She said | would hear a song, and
then run to the piano to play what | heard. |
didn't like to practice, but I'm sure glad she
made me!

What is your favorite song? Earth, Wind
and Fire’s "September."

What instrument would you love to
learn how to play? Why? The drums or
bass. | have always liked the rhythm
instruments, and they definitely take a lot of
coordination, which | don't think | have very
much of. Rhythm drives a song and makes it
fun to move to.

Where did you work before coming to
the Church at Litchfield Park? | have
worked as music director at several churches



in the West Valley. | am currently the music
director of the contemporary mass at St.
Thomas Aquinas church, and | also teach
music to grades K - 8 at the school there.

What are your main goals as music
director? To help make the worship
experience as meaningful as possible to
everyone. To help bring out the best in the
people in the music ministry so that they feel
they have a purpose, and they are serving
that purpose for the Lord. To give the best
quality, 100%, of my gifts from God to the
church to help it grow.

Who inspires you? Why? Anybody who
is kind. The older | get, the more | appreciate
kind people - genuinely kind people. | soak it
up when I'm around them. | call them the
"warm fuzzy people."

If a genie granted you three wishes,
what would they be? 1. Keep living the life
I've been blessed with. 2. Buy a motor home
and travel the country. 3. Hang out with kind
people!

What is your favorite food? I'd have to
say Mexican food is the ultimate for me.

Interview and photo by Jennifer French

Get connected, use your
spiritual gifts and talents

It's no secret that this is a challenging time
economically. Lots of people are unemployed
or underemployed which means lots of
people are applying for the same few jobs
that are open. Did you know that volunteering
may be the thing on a rdsum@ that tips a job
in one person’s favor?

In a recent article in e-Volunteerism,
Louise Polis (a professional rdsum@ writer)
says that the time people spend volunteering
in ministry is a valuable asset that should be
highlighted. This is especially true if a person
is looking to change directions in their career.
If your previous jobs have been in retail but
now you want to get into graphic design,
letting prospective employers know that
you've been preparing the media for your
church tells them you have the equivalent of
on-the-job experience, even though it has
never been your full-time job.

Have you been a greeter at church? Isn’t
that a feather in your cap if you're going for
any position that involves having positive
customer contact?

Have you led a team of volunteers? In
many ways that can be a better sign of
managerial abilities than leading a team of
people whose paycheck you control!

That time you spent on a Habitat for
Humanity home demonstrates that you aren’t
afraid of hard work or of going above and
beyond what's required to get something
done.

Maybe the only landscaping you've ever
done is volunteering with others who keep the
grounds of local schools looking great. That's
a great entry to a job in that area!

Do you count the offering at your church?
What great
evidence
that you can
be  trusted
with  money!
Polis also
says that
volunteer
experiences
shouldn’t be
relegated to
a section of
"Other" at
the bottom of | ond = LOTDASSLOT
the rdsum@. Include it in the reverse-order list
of paid work. It's important and deserves to
be treated as such.

"Of course our main purpose is to serve
the Lord unselfishly, but if you volunteer,
Polis says, it could also help separate you
from another candidate applying for the same
job. And for those who have a satisfying
career or who are retired, by serving, you still
get the satisfaction knowing you are helping
in God’s King Toni Davies

Ministry Connections Committee
mconnections.clp@cox.net

The above was reprinted from an entry in The
Equipping Ministry Blog, sponsored by Group
Publishing’s Church Leadership department and
Church Volunteer Central and written by Brian
Profit.




Honoring Musical Saints

Mark the date of Sunday, November 1 on
your calendars. That day is All Saints Day,
which we will celebrate with a special dinner
to honor some of our saints, the people who
provide great music for our worship services.
The time is 5:00 P.M.; the place is Souers
Hall. The Men s Fellowship has arranged for
a special meal prepared by our senior pastor
and culinary savant, Dale Hopely. A surprise
dessert should further entice the curious as
well as the hungry.

We will be selling tickets at a very small
price, so look for details which will appear
soon. Pastor Jud Souers will act as the
master of ceremonies; some special music
of course will also be in the offing. We will
recruit members of the Men s Fellowship and
our youth group to serve, with no tipping
required.

If you provide music, make plans to be
feted; if you appreciate those who have been
touched by the muse Polyhymnia, plan on
expressing your appreciation and getting in
on the fun at the same time! If you have any
guestions, George Dallas, the President of
the Mens Fellowship, is conducting the
details of our laudatory efforts. You can call
him at (623) 935-1784 if you have questions,
suggestions, or words of encouragement.

Submitted by Paul Tipton

5% Good Times
Fellowship

The "Thunderbox Program" at Luke Air
Force Base provides care boxes for the
troops. With the help of Mike and Robyn
Harris, the seniors can sign up to assist in this
program by packing boxes. We will be
packing in late October or early November in
order for the boxes to arrive for Christmas.
More information will follow in the church
bulletins. Contact Mary Meese at 935-2136
if you re interested.

Van Jacobs.

and Misako Bean (at left, below) with Mary Ellen Turnmire. Other
volunteers are Darlene Arnold, Kay Beecroft, Liz Castellano, Lori
Corgan, Maxine Dutch, Dora Ellingson, Frances Grillo, Jean Huxford,
Wanda Jacobs, Grace James, Maria Kuntar, Anna Reynolds, Joan
Schaller, Maxine Smith, Ginger Stanton, Beth Van Dop and Gloria
Thrift shop photos by Joan Schaller
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Thrift Shop is restocked
and ready for shoppers

The Thrift Shopis once again open for
business! In June we packed up everything
left after our May sale and sent it to Hope s
Closet. Then all the shelves, racks,
baseboards etc. were cleaned. In July, a new
air conditioner was installed with extra
ductwork. Sales are the first Saturday and
third Thursday of each month from 8:30 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. Our work day is the day prior to the
sale from 8:30 - 11:00 a.m., which is a good
time to bring your donations. If that isn’t
convenient for you, call shop managers
Monica Sproull at 935-2656 or Millie Ezell
at 935-3953 to schedule a drop-off time.
Stop in and check outall our new-to-
you items!







